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QUESTIONS  OF  THE  HOUR. 


GIRDING  UP  THE  LOINS. 

Rev.  George  A.  Edgar , Olathe,  Kansas. 

The  language  in  which  this  exhortation 
is  couched  involves  a figure.  It  is  a figure 
peculiar  to  Oriental  speech,  drawn  from  the 
ancient  manner  of  eastern  dress.  The 
loose-flowing  garments  of  those  days  would 
ordinarily  interfere  with  any  strenuous  ex- 
ertions of  the  body,  and  on  such  an  occa- 
sion inquired  to  be  gathered  in  folds  and 
bound  about  the  waist  with  a girdle. 
Thus,  when  Christ  washed  the  disciples’ 
feet  He  took  a towel  and  girded  Himself. 
And  here  Peter,  who  had  once  girded  his 
fisherman’s  cloak  about  him  and  cast  him- 
self into  the  sea  to  swim  to  his  risen  Lord 
upon  the  shore,  exhorts  his  readers  to  gird 
up  the  loins  of  their  minds. 

Although  the  substance  of  the  figure  is  . 
foreign  to  our  western  customs,  it  is  fa- 
miliar to  the  reader  of  the  Bible  and  the 
general  import  of  the  language  is  plain. 
The  exhortation  is  as  timely  now  as  it  was 
when  the  epistle  was  written,  for  it  con- 
tains some  of  the  essential  principles  that 
must  underlie  every  useful  Christian 
life. 

My  purpose,  this  morning,  will  be  to 
study  the  meaning  of  this  figure;  to  in- 
quire, what  is  the  condition  of  mind  that 
the  apostle  exhorts  us  to  put  on ; or,  what 
is  the  character  of  the  Christian  who  has 
girded  up  the  loins  of  his  mind?  And  in 
answer  to  these  questions  it  seems  to  me 


that  there  are  at  least  three  things  that 
this  exhortation  demands  of  us. 

I.  Convictions.  The  man  who  has  the 
loins  of  his  mind  girded  will  be  a man  of 
principle.  Religion  means  to  bind  again. 
In  his  primitive  condition  man  was  bound 
to  God  by  the  very  constitution  of  his  na- 
ture; bound  by  the  ties  of  love,  of  grati- 
tude, and  of  duty.  But  when  he  sinned 
he  bx-oke  asunder  these  binds  and  cast 
away  the  cords  that  bound  him  to  the 
throne  of  the  Eternal.  And  that  is  the 
condition  of  a man  that  is  without  religion. 
He  has  cut  loose  from  God.  Religion 
binds  him  back  again  ; and  that,  not  by 
outward  restraints,  but  by  inward  princi- 
ples. He  becomes  again  attached  to  God 
as  a child  is  attached  to  its  parent.  These 
inward  principles  are  what  we  call  a man’s 
convictions.  The  idea  of  conquering  lies 
in  that  woi’d  “ convictions,”  as  it  comes 
from  the  Latin  “ vincere.”  Convictions 
are  the  truths  that  conquer  a man’s  rebel- 
lion and  lead  him  back  again  into  *•’ 
ance  to  God.  Sometimes  we 
them  as  his  belief.  The  word  ' 
related  in  its  etymology  tr 
love.”  And  so  a belief 
a conviction  that  come 
that  is  worthy  of  love 
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relationship  to  God  from  the  hazy  atmos- 
phere of  uncertainty,  and  to  strengthen 
and  establish  himself  in  it.  This  same 
apostle  says  that  we  should  be  ready  al- 
ways to  give  an  answer  to  every  man  that 
asketh  us  a reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in 
us.  And  how  can  a man  do  that  unless  he 
has  some  convictions  that  define  his  rela- 
tion to  God,  mould  his  conduct,  and  fur- 
nish some  foundation  for  his  hope? 

There  may  be  some  excuse  for  a man 
that  has  wrong  convictions,  for  he  may 
have  been  wrongly  instructed,  and  the 
fault  may  lie  partly  with  his  parents  or  his 
teachers  ; but  there  is  no  excuse  for  the 
man  who  has  no  convictions.  The  want  of 
them  is  a defect  in  his  character,  for  which 
he  is  immediately  and  entirely  responsible. 

Never  was  there  a time  when  convictions 
were  more  needed  than  at  the  present  day. 
Laxity  of  doctrine  and  looseness  of  prin- 
ciple are  characteristic  features  of  the  reli- 
gious life  of  to-day.  There  are  churches 
that  pride  themselves,  not  in  how  much 
truth  they  embrace,  but  in  how  little  they 
require  a man  to  believe  in  order  to  be  re- 
ceived into  their  communion.  There  is  a 
rationalism  even  in  the  church  that  would 
write  a great  big  interrogation  mark  after 
every  enunciation  of  doctrine.  And  in 
every  quarter  you  meet  that  sacrilegious 
spirit  that  would  sweep  the  unwary  off  his 
feet,  whose  cry  is,  “ Down  with  the 
creeds ! ’’  and  to  whom  we  may  not  unaptly 
what  was  said  of  the  enemies  of  the 
of  an  earlier  day,  that  “ All  at 
xes  now,  and  hammers  they  go 
carved  work  thereof  they 
1o.” 
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deems  to  be  most  in  accord  with  the  word 
of  God,  and  keep  it.  For  “ he  who  does 
not  withstand,”  says  Coleridge,  “ has  no 
standing  ground  of  his  own.”  An  evan- 
gelist, when  asked  to  what  church  he  be- 
longed, replied,  “ I happen  to  be  a Con- 
gregationalism but  I feel  just  as  much  at 
home  in  one  church  as  in  another.”  I sup- 
pose that  lie  felt  that  he  was  a step  in  ad- 
vance of  those  who  feel  an  attachment  to 
some  particular  denomination  ; but  a man 
who  simply  “ happens”  to  be  something, 
and  who  would  feel  just  as  good  to  be 
something  else,  is  nothing  at  all.  It  is  all 
right  enough  to  be  neighborly,  but  you 
would  not  think  very  highly  of  a man’s  re- 
gard for  the  home  relationships,  if,  when 
you  asked  him  what  family  he  belonged  to, 
he  should  reply  that  he  happened  to  be  a 
Jones,  but  he  felt  just  as  much  at  home  in 
any  other  family.  You  would  say  that  that 
man  cannot  be  a true  husband,  or  a true 
father,  or  a true  brother.  And  so  I cannot 
think  very  highly  of  a professed  Christian's 
relation  to  divine  truth  who  says  that  he 
happens  to  be  in  one  church,  but  would 
feel  just  as  much  at  home  in  any  other. 

In  a conversation  about  Ralph  Waldo 
Emerson,  one  remarked,  “ The  trouble  with 
Mr.  Emerson  is  that  his  head  is  always  in 
•the  clouds.’’  “No.”  replied  another; 

“ that  is  not  the  trouble.  It  never  hurts  a , 
man  to  have  his  head  in  the  clouds.  But 
Mr.  Emerson’s  feet  are  in  the  clouds.  He 
has  nothing  to  fix  his  feet  on.  If  a man’s 
feet  are  on  the  Rock,  he  can  afford  to  have 
his  head  in  the  clouds,  but  not  otherwise.” 
Now,  the  trouble  with  a great  many  men 
is  that  their  feet  are  in  the  clouds.  You 
can’t  tell  where  they  stand ; they  couldn’t 
tell  you  themselves.  Too  often  they  re- 
gard it  as  a matter  of  little  consequence. 
They  will  likely  tell  you  that  a man  can  be 
a good  Christiau  without  being  a theolo- 
gian, and  that  it  does  not  make  any  practi- 
cal difference  what  a man  believes  so  long 
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as  he  lives  right.  They  forget  that  truth 
is  necessary  to  godliness.  They  forget  that 
“as  a man  thinketh  in  his  heart,  so  is  he;” 
and  that  no  man  can  do  faithfully  what  he 
does  not  believe  firmly.  How  can  a man 
know  when  he  is  living  right  and  doing  the 
things  that  he  ought  to  do  in  order  to  fare 
as  well  as  the  best  of  men,  unless  he  has 
some  well-defined  convictions  in  regard  to 
duty  here  and  destiny  hereafter?  Makes 
no  difference  what  a man  believes  about 
sin  and  God  and  righteousness,  and  judg- 
ment to  come?  Be  not  deceived;  it  may 
in  the  long  run  make  all  the  difference  to 
you  between  heaven  and  hell.  A man  who 
proposes  to  go  through  life  without  reli- 
gious convictions  is  like  the  captain  of  a 
vessel  who  sets  out  upon  the  high  seas 
without  a compass  or  a chart.  You  would 
say  that  the  man  who  would  do  that  must 
be  a madman.  There  are  a thousand 
chances  that  his  ship  will  go  down  by  the 
sunken  rock  or  in  the  perils  of  the  storm 
to  one  that  it  will  ever  reach  the  desired 
haven.  And  yet  that  is  the  way  some  men 
attempt  to  make  the  perilous  voyage  of 
life. 

It  seems  to  me  that  if  there  is  any  char- 
acter that  God  hates  it  is  the  man  that 
tries  to  be  neutral  in  matters  of  religion. 
“I  would  thou  wert  either  cold  or  hot. 
So  then,  because  thou  art  neither  cold  nor 
hot,  I will  spue  thee  out  of  my  mouth.” 
And  if  there  is  a man  that  stands  in  the 
way  of  moral  progress,  it  is  the  man  of  no 
convictions.  Men  of  the  past  who  have 
moved  the  world  were  men  of  strong  con- 
victions ; they  were  men  who  had  princi- 
ples and  who  adhered  to  them.  Where- 
fore, if  you  would  be  useful,  gird  up  the 
loins  of  your  mind. 

II.  Consecration.  This  is  the  second 
thing  our  text  requires — readiness  for  duty. 
When  the  children  of  Israel  were  about  to 
leave  the  land  of  their  bondage — that  night 
that  the  final  blow  was  struck  that  was  to 


effect  their  freedom — they  were  com- 
manded to  stand  with  their  loins  girded 
and  staves  in  their  hands,  ready  to  move 
at  a moment’s  notice.  And  when  Christ 
would  teach  us  what  should  be  our  attitude 
until  He  comes  a second  time  without  sin 
unto  salvation,  it  is  the  attitude  of  one 
prepared  to  serve — “ Let  your  loins  be 
girded  about  and  your  lights  burning,  and 
ye  yourselves  like  unto  men  that  wait  for 
their  lord.”  That  is  what  Peter  exhorts 
us  to  do  here — to  hold  ourselves  in  readi- 
ness to  do  the  will  of  our  Master,  whatever 
it  is  and  whenever  it  is  made  known  to  us. 

This  readiness  to  obey  is  one  of  the  pre- 
requisites of  a good  soldier,  and  essential 
to  the  success  of  all  military  operations. 
So  far  as  I can  remember,  the  Light  Bri- 
gade won  immortal  fame  at  the  battle  of 
Balaklava,  not  by  what  their  daring  charge 
accomplished,  but  by  the  spirit  of  hei'oic 
obedience  that  led  them  even  “into  the 
jaws  of  death  ; into  the  mouth  of  hell,”  in 
response  to  the  blundering  command  of 
their  superiors.  O ! if  we  could  only  gird 
up  the  loins  of  our  mind  to  display  the 
same  unquestioning  obedience  to  the  com- 
mands of  the  Captain  of  our  salvation, 
what  strongholds  of  sin  and  Satan  would 
fall  before  the  advance  of  the  militant 
church  ! 

Some  of  you  have  heard  Gibbon’s  story 
of  Abu  Taher,  who  marched  upon  Bagdad 
at  the  head  of  five  hundred  Carmathians. 
He  was  met  by  thirty  thousand  of 
hired  soldiery  of  the  enemy.  T' 
mander  of  these  mercenaries  r 
senger  to  him,  saying  ; “ W 
down  the  bridges  and  1 
treat,  and  we  will  ann 
dred  soldiers  in  a she 
replied  to  this  me? 
not  in  his  thirty 
will  do  his  biddirv 
hundred  vi 
ing  to  on 
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a dagger  in  your  breast;”  to  another, 
“Leap  off  yonder  precipice;”  and  to  a 
third,  “Drown  yourself  in  the  Tigris.” 
And  soon  there  was  a bleeding  heart  and  a 
mangled  form  on  the  one  side  and  a 
drowning  body  in  the  river  on  the  other. 
“Now,  tell  your  master  what  you  have 
seen,  and  that  before  night  I will  chain  his 
generals  with  my  dogs.”  And  he  did. 
What  a different  place  the  church  would 
be,  and  what  a different  place  the  world 
would  be,  if  the  followers  of  Christ  were 
as  willing  and  as  ready  to  obey!  Does 
Christ  ask  less  of  us,  think  you,  than  Abu 
Taller  asked  of  his  Carmathians  ? He  says 
that  if  we  love  property,  father,  mother, 
children,  yes,  even  our  own  life,  so  much 
that  we  will  not  obey  His  commands,  we 
cannot  be  His  disciples. 

The  greatest  example  of  faith  that  Jesus 
found  during  His  earthly  ministry  was  in 
the  Roman  centurion,  who  said,  “ I also 
am  a man  under  authority;”  and  we  need 
not  only  to  emulate  his  faith,  but  also  to 
cultivate  his  spirit  of  allegiance  to  author- 
ity. It  was  because  of  the  significance  of 
those  words,  “ I am  a man  under  author- 
ity,” that  Christ  well  understood  that  they 
became  the  expression  of  a faith  at  which 
He  marveled.  It  is  said  that  the  instant  a 
man  was  called  to  join  the  Roman  army, 
he,  as  it  were,  gave  himself  over  to  one 
simple  law  of  life:  He  must  not  know  the 
possession  of  property  ; he  must  not  know 
possession  of  relatives;  he  must  not 
possession  of  a will ; he  must  not 
ossession  of  a hope  in  one  way, 
nply  a vessel,  an  engine,  an 
possession  of  by  the 
ffy,  ceaselessly,  endur- 
1 of  that  great  army 
to  its  service  and 
mnd  by  every  in- 
law. The  Roman 
id  took  him 
ould  claim 


nothing  as  his  own.  So  has  an  imperium 
greater  than  that  of  Rome  overshadowed 
us.  Are  we  willing^to  be  lost  in  its  shad- 
ow ? Are  we  willing  to  say  by  our  lives, 
“I  am  a man  under  authority?”  In  the 
Sabbath-school  lesson  of  to-day  you  find 
Isaiah  standing  under  that  overshadowing 
authority,  and  as  soon  as  he  heard  the 
voice  saying,  “Whom  shall  I send,  and 
who  will  go  for  us?”  he  answered,  “ Here 
am  I;  send  me.”  Paul  passed  under  its 
blazing  splendor  on  the  road  to  Damascus, 
and  as  soon  as  he  realized  where  he  was, 
and  was  able  to  speak,  he  said,  “ Lord, 
what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?”  And  if 
either  of  these  eminent  servants  of  the 
Lord  ever  felt  like  giving  up  their  work 
aud  renouncing  their  service,  it  seems  to 
me  that  he  had  only  to  recall  the  glorious 
vision  in  which  he  had  received  his  com- 
mission, to  gird  up  the  loins  of  his  mind 
anew  to  loyalty  and  obedience. 

III.  Concentration.  This  is  the  third 
thing  required  by  the  exhortation.  The 
ancient  girded  his  loins  in  order  that  his 
efforts  might  not  be  impeded  by  his  gar- 
ments, and  his  strength  thus  diverted  from 
the  purpose  for  which  he  put  it  forth. 
He  wanted  all  his  power  to  be  directed 
upon  the  work  in  hand.  Aud  so  the  gird- 
ing of  the  loins  of  the  mind  means  for  the 
believef  the  concentration  of  all  his  powers 
upon  the  purpose  for  which  he  became  a 
believer.  If  a man  is  going  to  be  a 
Christian  at  all,  he  must  make  up  his  mind 
to  be  a Christian  with  all  his  might.  The 
greatest  commandment  of  all  requires  him 
to  love  the  Lord  with  all  his  heart,  and  all 
his  soul,  and  all  his  mind,  and  all  his 
strength.  No  man  can  serve  Christ  as  he 
ought  to  who  does  not  deliberately  make 
it  his  life  work  and  devote  all  the  powers 
of  his  being  to  that  service. 

The  reason  there  are  so  many  unhappy 
people  in  the  church  is  because  they  have 
not  concentrated  their  energies  upon  being 
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what  they  profess  to  be,  and  on  doing 
what  their  profession  demands  of  them  to 
do.  They  are  like  a man  straggling  and 
floundering  along  in  ungirt  garments.  It 
is  a common  saying  that  a man  cannot 
carry  water  on  both  shoulders.  If  he  at- 
tempts it  he  only  loses  the  water  from 
both  the  vessels  and  makes  himself  un- 
comfortably wet.  And  so  a half-hearted 
Christian,  by  trying  to  divide  his  energies 
between  Christ  and  the  world,  enjoys 
neither  and  makes  himself  miserable  be- 
sides. “Wherefore,  gird  up  the  loins  of 
your  mind.” 

And  then  there  would  be  more  useful 
and  more  successful  Christian  lives  if  there 
were  more  concentrated  energies.  Get- 
ting to  heaven  after  we  are  through  with 
this  world  is  by  no  means  the  sole  object 
of  the  Christian  life.  Christ  did  not  save 
us  simply  to  make  us  comfortable  here  and 
keep  us  out  of  hell  hereafter.  There  is  no 
man  born  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
whose  work  is  not  born  with  him.  Christ 
had  a purpose  in  saving  you,  and  your 
business  as  a saved  person  is  to  lay  hold 
with  all  your  might  of  that  purpose  for 
which,  also,  Christ  has  laid  hold  of  you. 
“ Having  a purpose  is  essential  to  right 
living.  If  a man  does  not  know  what  he 
is  living  for,  he  may  well  be  in  doubt 
whether  life  is  worth  living.  Unless  a 
man  is  now  living  to  a purpose,  he  has 
either  not  yet  begun  to  live  or  he  has  got 
through  living;  in  either  case  he  is  out  of 
place  in  the  world.” 

To  make  a success  of  life  in  any  direc- 
tion a man  must  have  a pui'pose  and  then 
stick  to  it.  And  this  is  equally  true  of  the 
Christian  life.  “ Whatsoever  thy  hand 
findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy  might.”  I 
have  seen  a man  stretch  a rope  across  a 
street  from  the  third  or  fourth  story  win- 
dows, and  walk  upon  it  from  one  side  of 
the  street  to  the  other,  carrying  his  child 
upon  his  back  ; but  the  successful  perform- 


ance of  that  feat  depended  upon  the  con- 
centration of  all  his  attention  upon  the 
firmness  of  his  steps,  the  steadiness  of  his 
aim,  and  the  equipoise  of  his  body.  To 
have  diverted  his  attention  from  these 
things  for  a moment  would  have  been  dis- 
astrous. It  is  said  that  Pericles  knew  but 
one  street  in  Athens,  and  that  was  the  one 
that  led  from  his  own  house  to  the  Execu- 
tive Chamber-.  If  he  had  been  familiar 
with  all  the  streets  and  lanes  of  the  city,  I 
venture  to  say  that  he  would  not  have  been 
renowned  iu  the  world  to-day.  George 
Dewey  immortalized  himself  at  Manilla  be- 
cause he  went  down  there  with  a purpose 
and  concentx-ated  his  fire  upon  the  enemy's 
vessels,  one  at  a time,  until  the  whole  fleet 
was  a mass  of  burning  and  sinking  wrecks. 

It  is  concentration  that  counts  in  this 
life  anywhere.  We  hear  those  interested 
in  sports  speak  of  the  all-round  athlete,  by 
which  they  mean  one  who  can  fill  any  place 
in  his  profession  reasonably  well ; but  it  is 
seldom  that  the  all-round  athlete  holds  the 
record  or  distinguishes  himself  in  any  par- 
ticular direction.  Concentration  is  the 
measure  of  personal  power.  It  has  been 
the  men  of  one  idea  that  have  ruled  the 
world.  The  statement  is  undoubtedly  true 
that  “ the  man  who  can  put  himself  wholly 
and  absolutely  into  one  thing  has  more 
power  than  he  would  have  were  he  two  or 
ten  times  the  man  he  is,  and  divided  his 
energies  between  two  or  texx  things.”  The 
success,  the  powei\  the  influence  of  th'- 
great  apostle  to  the  Gentiles — a powe- 
influence  that  are  alive  iu  the  wor1 
after  a lapse  of  nearly  twenty  ' 
the  x-esult  of  concenti-p 
ONE  thing  I do.” 

There  is  a vast  amon 
lost  in  this  world  U 
tx’ation.  It  is  tr 
the  sphere  of  the 
are  many  dissipat 
to  accomplish  an 
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powers.  There  is  encouragement  in  that 
for  the  feeblest  of  us.  What  we  often  as- 
cribe in  one’s  life  to  superior  gifts  and 
ability  is  often  only  the  result  of  the  con- 
centration of  very  common  gifts  and  ability. 
It  was  not  through  superior  talents  that 
the  tortoise  won  the  race  over  the  hare,  but 
through  the  superior  application  of  very 
inferior  talents  to  the  work  before  them. 
Even  at  the  dead  of  winter,  when  the  rays 
of  the  sun  are  at  their  lowest  ebb  of 
strength,  if  you  pass  them  through  a lens 
you  can  bring  them  to  a focus  that  will 
give  them  power  to  burn.  It  is  the  con- 
centration of  the  rays  which,  when  dissi- 
pated, have  not  sufficient  strength  to  keep 
you  from  freezing,  that  makes  them-  effect- 
ive. And  thus  it  often  happens  that  the 
concentration  of  the  talents  and  ability  of 
very  ordinary  people  makes  them  powerful 
Christians. 

There  are  many  things  to  divert  our  at- 
tention from  the  one  thing  that  we  ought 
to  do.  There  are  many  allurements  that 
would  absorb  a portion,  at  least,  of  those 
energies  that  ought  to  go  into  the  Chris- 
tian life,  and  it  is  against  just  such  things 
as  these  that  the  apostle  would  have  us 
watch  by  girding  up  the  loins  of  our  mind. 
The  pleasures  and  business  of  the  world ; 
the  deceitfulness  of  riches ; the  cares  of 
this  life,  and  the  indulgence  of  the  flesh 
are  the  robbers  that,  by  diverting  the 
energies  of  the  Christian  life,  steal  away 
”r  happiness  and  usefulness.  If  we  find 
'ves  to-day  flagging  in  earnestness, 
^rowing  cold,  our  faith  weak,  our 
and  neglected,  it  is  because 
ssipated  by  these  things, 
life  thereby  enfeebled. 
""  flagrant  immorality 
'ing  away  our  spir- 
the  influence  of 
Drummond  calls 
"ceny  of  life  by 
ie  same  end.  We 


need,  as  he  says,  to  oppose  it  to  the  death, 
for  it  is  only  by  limiting  our  energies  to 
the  pursuit  of  life’s  one  great  purpose  that 
we  shall  ever  attain  the  illimitable.  Other- 
wise, we  still 

■ “ . . . . shall  walk  the  desert  sands, 

And  still  with  trifles  fill  our  hands, 

While  ever  just  beyond  our  reach 
A fairer  purpose  shows  to  each  ; 

The  deeds  we  have  not  done,  but  willed, 
Remain  td  haunt  us  unfulfilled.” 

Wherefore,  gird  up  the  loins  of  your 
mind,  be  sober,  and  hope  to  the  end  for 
the  grace  that  is  to  be  brought  unto  you 
at  the  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  eminently  proper 
that  we  who,  on  the  last  Sabbath,  have 
pledged  anew  our  allegiance  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  in  the  sacrament  of  the  supper, 
should  lay  this  exhortation  to  heart.  And 
to  the  younger  members  of  the  congrega- 
tion, especially,  let  me  saj' : 

(1.)  Hold  fast  the  profession  of  your 
faith  without  wavering.  Be  not  tossed 
about  with  every  wind  of  doctrine.  Don’t 
be  ashamed  before  the  world  of  your  con- 
victions. It  is  a common  thing  to  speak 
disparagingly  of  creeds  and  to  say  that 
those  who  hold  them  are  narrow-minded 
and  bigoted  ; while  laxity  of  belief  or  no 
belief  at  all  claims  to  represent  the  liberal 
mind.  Do  not  be  shaken  by  such  sophis- 
tries as  that.  It  is  neither  the  length  nor 
the  shortness  of  a man’s  creed  that  makes 
him  a bigot,  but  the  spirit  in  which  he 
holds  it.  And  history  will  demonstrate 
that  frequently  those  who  have  held  to  the 
least  amount  of  truth  have  made  the 
greatest  display  of  bigotry.  But  no  man 
can  be  justly  accused  of  bigotry  who  holds 
the  truth  in  love. 

As  to  liberality,  here  are  two  statements 
to  which  I would  call  your  attention.  The 
first  is  by  Dr.  Cuyler,  and  is  this:  “The 
people  who  clamor  for  liberty  to  think  as 
they  please,  and  who  scout  at  all  Bible 
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restraints  as  bondage,  are  the  very  ones 
that  drift  away  into  vagabondage.”  Is 
that  not  true?  The  other  is  by  the  editor 
of  the  Sunday  School  Times  : “ True  liber- 
ality consists  in  having  a belief  which  will 
take  in  the  measure  of  truth  which  is  in 
every  creed,  and  which  includes  more  than 
is  specifically  defiued  in  any  or  all  of 
them.”  Now,  lay  the  subordinate  stand- 
ards of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 
beside  the  creed  of  any  church  in  Christen- 
dom, and  you  will  see  that,  in  the  light  of 
that  definition,  she  holds  the  most  liberal 
creed  of  any  among  the  sisterhood  of  the 
churches,  taking  in  the  measure  of  truth 
that  is  in  every  creed  and  including  more 
than  is  specifically  defined  in  any  or  all  of 
them.  My  young  friends,  gird  up  the  loins 
of  your  mind,  and  stand  by  your  convictions. 

(2  ) Make  it  the  business  of  your  life  to 
be  a Christian.  Some  men  seem  to  make 
it  only  a side  issue  ; something  else  holds 
the  chief  place.  A good  many  seem  to  be 
only  playing  at  beiug  a Christian.  May  I 
not  say,  make  it  the  business  of  your  life 
to  be  a Covenanter  Christian  ? Concen- 
trate all  your  energies  upon  it  and  enter 
into  the  spirit  of  your  profession  and  your 
church  life  with  all  the  earnestness  of  your 
soul.  If  the  doctrines  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  are  your  convictions, 
it  is  too  serious  a matter  to  trifle  with.  It 
is  the  duty  of  every  man  to  unite  himself 
with  that  body  of  Christians  which  holds 
what  he  believes  to  be  most  nearly  in  ac- 
cord with  the  word  of  God,  and  to  join 
them  with  all  his  soul,  and  heart,  and 
mind,  and  strength.  If  I were  convinced 
that  the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist  or  the 
Baptist  Church  were  more  nearly  in  accord 
with  the  word  of  God  than  any  other,  I 
would  be  obliged  by  the  laws  of  my  moral 
nature  and  the  law  of  God  to  place  myself 
in  the  communion  of  that  church.  When 
Martin  Luther  w’as  summoned  to  appear 
before  the  Diet  of  Worms,  and  required  to 
withdraw  and  disown  the  doctrines  he  had 
been  promulgating,  he  said  that  he  would 
do  so  if  they  would  prove  to  him  from  the 
Bible  that  they  were  wrong.  And  when 
he  had  made  his  defence,  he  said,  ‘‘  Here  I 
stand;  I cannot  do  otherwise;  God  help 
me!  Amen.”  That  ought  to  be  the  lan- 
guage of  every  loyal  heart  in  the  church  of 
Christ.  Wherever  a man  feels  constrained 
to  take  his  stand  let  him  do  it  heartily, 


and  so  fully  persuaded  in  his  own  mind 
that  he  “cannot  do  otherwise.”  Be  in 
earnest.  Be  whole-souled  Covenanters, 
and  you  will  be  able  to  properly  respect 
the  views  of  those  who  differ  from  you, 
and  they  will  respect  you. 

(3.)  Make  a full  surrender  fo  Christ. 
Gird  up  the  loins  of  your  mind  until  you 
can  say  sincerely,  “I  am  thine,  my  Lord, 

0 King,  and  all  that  I have.”  If  you  are 
neglecting  duty,  it  is  because  your  girdle 
is  loose.  It  needs  tightening.  I received 
a letter  the  other  day  from  a soldier.  He 
spoke  of  the  excitement  in  the  camp  over 
the  probability  of  an  anticipated  move,  and 
said:  “We  can’t  tell  what  is  ahead  of  us, 
and  if  we  are  ordered  to  go,  I am  ready.” 
That  is  the  language  of  complete  surren- 
der. It  is  the  language  of  sacrifice,  too. 
Are  you  ready  ? Or,  for  the  sake  of  an 
hour’s  selfish  enjoyment,  or  a few  paltry 
dollars,  or  some  carnal  indulgence,  are  you 
saying  by  your  hesitation,  by  your  reluct- 
ant obedience  or  blank  refusal,  when  duty 
calls,  “I  am  not  ready  ”? 

It  is  in  the  fulness  of  your  surrender  to  , 
the  authority  of  Christ  that  you  will  find 
the  fulness  of  power  to  obey.  For  the 
man  who  can  say  “ I am  ready,”  it  is  easy 
to  go.  He  is  like  the  “man  under  author- 
ity.” For  “ the  very  moment  that  Rome 
took  that  centurion  under  its  power,  it 
transmitted  its  power  to  him,  and  he, 
therefore,  became  not  only  an  instrument 
that  the  State  could  make  use  of,  but  he 
became  possessed  of  the  whole  power  of 
that  State  to  carry  out  the  State’s  will  just 
so  far  as  it  could  be  carried  out  in  one  in- 
dividual. It  could  be  possible  for  that 
man  to  embody  the  whole  Roman  author- 
ity, the  whole  Roman  majesty  of  law,  the 
whole  Roman  force,  in  his  single  person.” 
So  it  is  with  the  believer  who  will  take  a 
similar  position  under  the  authority 
Christ.  He  will  not  be  simply  the  su 
of  His  power,  but  he  will  find  hims' 
medium  of  it.  The  fulness  of  his 
der  will  bring  to  him  the  fulnet 
power,  and  he  can  say,  “In  all  the 

1 am  more  than  conqueror  thr 
power  that  has  taken  possession 
deigns  to  make  me  the  medium 
lation.”  Wherefore,  gird  un 
your  mind.  Make  you- 

In  that  alone  yoi 
alone  you  will  fit 
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ABROAD. 

Latakia,  Syria. — A letter  from  Miss 
Wylie,  dated  November  18,  1898,  contains 
some  items  of  general  interest: 

“ Everything  connected  with  the  girls’ 
school  is  going  on  smoothly.  I have  re- 
ceived forty- six  pupils  into  the  boarding- 
school.  Not  as  many  as  last  year.  After 
the  school  was  opened,  twelve  months  ago, 
wheat  suddenly  rose  from  about  twenty 
piasters  to  thirty-four  and  forty.  I could 
not  send  the  girls  home,  but  tried  to  reduce 
expenses  in  other  ways,  and  I hope  to  keep 
within  the  appropriation  this  year.  . . . All 
but  the  Fellaheen  girls  clothe  themselves, 
and  their  washing  is  done  at  home.  They 
provide  bedding  and  towels  for  themselves, 
and  their  books,  and  the  new  pupils  pay  a 
, little.  It  is  only  a little,  but  a beginning 
has  been  made.  It  is  not  easy  to  get 
money  out  of  these  people,  but  I believe  it 
is  missionary  work  to  teach  them  their 
duty  in  this  respect,  . . . 

“ We  had  a very  quiet,  solemn  commu- 
nion season.  There  were  seven  children 
of  the  Church  received  to  full  privileges, 
among  them  two  interesting  little  boys. 
One  is  a son  of  Licentiate  Saleem  Haddad, 
and  the  other  a son  of  Elder  AsaadDaglier. 
They  are  young,  but  serious,  intelligent 
children.  And  we  look  forward  to  their 
becoming  some  day  workers  in  the  Lord’s 
vineyard  and  real  helpers  to  their  own 
ole.  We  have  an  evangelist  employed 
Ting  the  people,  and  I think  he  is 
'ood  work. 

>ual  on  Thursday  afternoon,  the 
•e  allowed  to  visit  their  children 
> the  boarding  school.  They  see 
e church,  and  ^before  they  leave 
a Bible  lesson  j hoping  in  this 
word;  that  will  reach 
to  please  the 


mothers,  I allow  the  girls  to  read  a pas- 
sage of  Scripture  or  sing  a psalm.” 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Mrs.  Matthew 
Miller,  we  can  give  our  readers  a few  sen- 
tences from  a letter  recently  received  from 
Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar,  who  is  in  charge  of 
the  boys’  school : 

“ We  are  longing  for  rain.  We  expected 
rain  long  before  this  time,  but  the  north 
and  east  winds  blow  the  clouds  away.  We 
have  had  only  light  showers  since  early  in 
May.  Our  cisterns  are  empty  or  nearly 
dry,  and  the  wells  are  very  low.  There 
have  been  light  harvests  for  two  years,  and 
all  kinds  of  provisions  are  very  dear.  Poor 
people  will  fiud  this  winter  very  trying.  If 
they  can  get  enough  to  eat,  it  is  not  so 
hard  to  get  along  in  this  climate  with  little 
clothing.  But  when  food  is  scarce  they 
suffer.  Our  bread  for  the  boarding  schools 
will  cost  this  year  about  a third  as  much 
again  as  in  ordinary  years.  I’ve  had  peo- 
ple plead  with  me  to  take  children  into  the 
school  just  because  they  had  nothing  to 
feed  them  with  at  home.  . . . 

“ We  all  miss  Mr.  Stewart  and  his 
family  very  much,  and  now  that  Mr.  Dodds 
of  Suadia  has  also  left  we  have  no  minister 
in  this  field.  I think  we  hardly  realized 
till  now  how  important  a part  of  our  mis- 
sion circle  the  ministers  were,  and  the 
native  brethren  need  the  help,  training  and 
advice  that  come  from  them  with  so  much 
more  authority  and  influence  than  from  any 
one  else.  . . .” 

We  take  from  a private  letter  recently 
received  by  Rev.  James  S.  Stewart  from 
Licentiate  Yakob  Juraidiny,  Tartoos,  a sen- 
tence or  two  : 

“ The  state  of  affairs  here  is  as  you  know 
it  to  be.  The  teaching  in  both  the  boys’ 
and  girls’  school  is  going  on  in  good  order 
and  perfect  tranquillity.  We  have  prayer 
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daily  in  the  morning.  On  Sabbath  we  have 
school  and  service  in  the  morning  and 
prayer  at  three  in  the  afternoon.  At  each 
of  these  services  we  have  a good  number 
of  attendants,  both  men  and  women.  The 
hearers  seem  to  have  come  to  know  the 
rules  of  prayer  as  regards  the  respect  paid 
during  the  service,  and  have  come  to  know 
how  to  pay  solemn  attention  to  the  Word 
of  God,  and  to  know  that  the  Book  is  His 
and  a good  light  to  them  and  a safe  path 
of  life;  but  without  the  vital  action  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  all  their  knowledge  goes  to  the 
wall.  We  ought  to  pray  to  God  to  fulfill 
His  word  unto  us  in  sending  the  Comforter, 
His  Holy  Spirit,  unto  us  and  not  to  leave  us 
alone,  for  without  Him  we  can  do  nothing.” 

Scadia,  Syria. — We  are  indebted  to  Mrs. 
Jennie  B.  Kennedy  for  a brief  account  of 
the  work  in  this  center  and  at  other 
points : 

We  found  Miss  Cunningham  there  and 
hard  at  work.  Both  the  schools  were 
open.  In  the  boys’  school  there  were 
twenty-eight  little  fellows,  and  I believe 
the  teacher  in  charge  said  twenty-five  of 
them  were  Fellaheen.  I think  there  were 
fifteen  in  the  girls’  school,  and  the  most  of 
them  were  from  the  Fellaheen.  Miss  Cun- 
ningham said  she  had  turned  away  a num- 
ber of  boys  and  girls,  both  of  the  same 
race,  for  want  of  room  and  money.  This 
shows  the  confidence  the  missionaries  have 
gained  among  this  people,  when  we  know 
that  only  a few  years  ago  they  had  to  bring 
boys  up  from  Latakia  to  put  in  the  school. 

The  Sabbath  school  was  in  a very  flour- 
ishing condition  and  very  well  attended. 
Mr.  Kennedy  preached  on  Sabbath  day. 
The  congregation  were  all  out,  and  quite  a 
number  of  strangers. 

Every  one  of  all  classes  was  making 
earnest  inquiries  for  my  brother  and  his 
family,  and  expressing  their  regrets  that 
they  were  not  with  them. 

Our  work  here  in  Antioch  is  going  on  as 


usual.  The  average  attendance  of  the 
school  last  month  was  121.  The  enroll- 
ment is  not  so  large  as  it  has  been  some  of 
the  previous  years.  The  Greeks  have  been 
getting  new  teachers  and  trying  to  raise 
the  standard  of  their  schools  but  the  prob- 
ability is  the  pupils  will  soon  be  back  with 
us  again. 

When  my  brother  was  going  away  Mr. 
Kennedy  and  I went  down  to  Latakia  to 
see  them  off,  and  spent  a week  with  our 
friends  in  Latakia.  The  hospital  and 
schools  were  all  in  first-class  working 
order,  and  everything  was  moving  right 
along. 

Dr.  Martin  expects  to  go  to  Idlib  in  a 
week  or  two  to  hold  a communion  and  see 
how  the  work  is  progressing. 

It  is  very  much  warmer  here  this  fall 
than  last.  The  rains  have  not  come  yet, 
and  I suppose  we  will  have  warm  weather 
until  they  do  come. 

A letter  from  Miss  Meta  Cunningham, 
dated  November  22,  189S,  also  contains  in- 
teresting intelligence  : 

Our  work  here  goes  on  as  well  as  can  be 
expected.  It  is  something  new  in  Suadia 
for  us  to  have  thirty  Fellaheen  boys  in  the 
boys’  school  and  eight  girls  in  the  girls’ 
school.  We  have  them  from  both  sects  of 
the  Fellaheen  and  from  the  families  of  their 
Sheik.  We  are  daily  besieged  with  anxious 
parents  for  a place  for  their  boys,  but  alas ! 
we  have  all  we  can  take.  We  miss  our 
colporteur.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  of 
much  use,  and  did  good  work  amongst  the 
Fellaheen.  I was  real  sorry  when  they  de- 
cided to  leave  their  work  and  go  back  to 
their  native  village.  Perhaps  the  Lord  has 
some  work  for  them  there  to  do  for  Him, 
but  we  miss  him  here.  Our  Sabbath  ser- 
vices are  as  usual,  and  our  mothers’  meet- 
ing has  increased  so  that  it  is  no  longer 
possible  to  have  them  in  my  room,  but  I 
have  had  to  take  them  to  the  dispensary, 
where  there  is  a good-  sized  waiting  room 
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and  confessed  her  faith  in  Christ  and  was 
baptized  by  Mr.  Dodds  in  1897,  and  since 
that  time  has  been  a consistent,  devoted 
Christian.  Previous  to  her  uniting  with 
the  Church  she  bore  much  persecution  from 
her  own  family,  who  threatened  her  life  on 
more  than  one  occasion, 
and  finally  mourned 
for  her  as  dead, 
which  was  really  very 
hard  on  her,  as  she  is 
a very  affectionate 
child.  When  I went 
home  I was  afraid  to 
leave  her  here,  and  so 
confided  her  to  Miss 
Wylie’s  care.  She  is 
doing  a good  work 
here  and  giving  every 
satisfaction.  Since 
our  return  her  people 
have  not  molested  her, 
but  one  day  she  met 
her  brother  and  saluted 
him.  But  the  only 
reply  she  got  was : 
“ The  dead  don’t  come 
to  life  again.” 

I suppose  Mr.  Dodds 
and  family  will  be  in 
America  by  this  time. 
I trust  that  Mrs.  Dodds 
will  soon  be  all  right 
again. 

Cyprus. — In  a letter 
on  official  business, 
dated  November  17, 
1898,  Rev.  Henry 
Easson  writes: 

I hope  you  will  real- 
ize some  money  from  your  recent  appeal 
in  Olive  Trees,  both  for  the  Mission  Home 
and  the  Armenian  relief  fund.  The  needs 
of  the  work  have  been  placed  before  the 
people,  and  the  result  is  in  the  Lord’s 
hands.  T have  beguu  a Greek  preaching 


which  we  can  use  for  this  purpose.  Thirty 
or  forty  women,  with  two  and  sometimes 
three  children,  make  a good  audience  in 
regard  to  numbers,  if  it  does  make  it  more 
difficult  for  the  teacher.  However,  we  are 
glad  to  see  them.  They  are  very  attentive, 


and  I hope  they  will  learn  the  way  of  sal- 
vation and  their  need  of  the  Saviour. 

The  inclosed  photograph  is  a picture  of 
my  teacher,  Karumfe  Cudsee.  She  is  the 
first  convert  from  the  girls’  school  in  Sua- 
dia.  She  came  to  me  in  October,  1890, 
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service  in  the  chapel  every  Sabbath  at  8 
p.  m.,  and  I think  we  will  meet  in  future  at 
10  a.  m.,  just  after  the  American  service. 
The  attendance  is  not  large,  but  I hope  it 
will  grow.  There  have  been  four  meetings, 
with  an  average  attendance  of  twelve. 

Mersina,  Asia  Minor. — Rev.  R.  J.  Dodds 
writing  early  in  November,  says: 

The  weather  up  till  now  has  been  excess- 
ively hot,  the  thermometer  registering  102 
in  the  shade  at  noon.  Considerable  sick- 
ness, especially  fever,  is  the  result. 

The  school  work  has  been  going  on  very 
successfully  and  pleasantly  under  Miss 
McNaughton’s  care.  She  has  few  spare 
moments  in  the  day.  Our  religious  meet- 
ing are  well  attended  and  the  interest  in 
them  does  not  seem  to  diminish.  The 
average  attendance  at  Sabbath  school  is 
about  103,  the  greater  part  of  these,  how- 
ever, perhaps  80,  pupils  from  the  two 
schools. 

The  Government  has  again  been  inter- 
fering with  the  work,  both  here  and  in 
Tarsus.  There  seems  to  be  a determina- 
tion that  nothing  shall  be  done  among  the 
Fellaheen. 

China. — In  a letter  written  Nov.  10, 1898, 
with  special  reference  to  the  purchase  of 
property,  Rev.  A.  I.  Robb  says: 

“ We  have  good  audiences.  They  vary, 
but  I think  no  day  goes  by  with  less  than 
thirty  to  listen  to  the  preaching,  and  often 
double  that  number  are  present.  Some 
come  nearly  evei'y  day  and  listen  atten- 
tively. A good  many  have  learned  and  are 
learning  the  truth,  but  as  yet  no  one  has 
expressed  himself  as  even  friendly  to  the 
new  doctrine.  I have  spoken  five  times  or 
rather  five  days  this  week,  for  some  days  I 
have  spoken  twice.  I try  to  have  new 
starting  points,  but  the  burden  of  every 
talk  is  and  must  be  the  story  of  Jesus  the 
Saviour  of  sinners.  The  ordiuary  Chinese 
scouts  the  idea  of  being  a sinner,  and  often 
leaves  when  the  statement  is  made  that  we 


are  all  sinners.  However,  we  are  trying 
to  speak  the  truth  in  love,  and  trust  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  care  for  the  seed  and  the 
fruitage.  I believe  He  is  here  and  nothing 
is  lost.” 

Africa. — In  a letter  giving  his  impres- 
sions of  Uganda  on  visiting  it  after  an  in- 
terval of  two  years,  Bishop  Tucker  writes  : 
“ The  reading  of  the  Scriptures  is  as  great 
a feature  as  ever  in  the  life  of  the  people. 
. . . The  attendance  at  public  worship  is 
as  large  as  ever.  . . . Looking  at  the  situ- 
ation all  round,  I am  convinced  that  we 
shall  yet  see  greater  things  than  any  that 
in  the  days  gone  by  have  so  cheered  our 
hearts.  But  nevertheless  our  need  is  great. 
We  need  patience  and  perseverence,  untir- 
ing industry  and  unflinching  courage  in 
going  forward.”  In  another  letter,  dated 
14th  June,  briefly  summarizing  his  work, 
he  says  : “ I have  just  been  holding  a series 
of  most  happy  confirmation  services.  There 
is  a joy  here  in  this  work  which  no  words 
can  describe.  . . . Since  I came  out  six 
months  ago  I have  walked  more  than  a 
thousand  miles,  and  confirmed  more  than  a 
thousand  candidates.  The  country  is  now 
fairly  quiet,  except  in  North  Singo  and 
Bulemezi.  But  I hope  that  ere  long  the 
more  distant  parts  will  settle  down.” 

The  Daily  Telegraph , London,  contains 
a letter  by  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the 
Church  Missionary  Society  in  reference  to 
missionary  work  in  the  Soudan.  “When 
the  Uganda  Mission, ” he  says,  “was 
opened  it  was  believed  that  the  Nile  would 
prove  the  best  route  to  and  from  the  in- 
terior. Three  of  our  missionaries  passed 
along  it,  and  General  Gordon  himself  ren- 
dered material  assistance  to  them,  and 
earnestly  encouraged  the  Society  to  open  a 
mission  in  the  Soudan,  promising  his  pro- 
tection and  aid.  In  March,  1885,  shortly 
after  the  news  came  of  his  death,  the 
Church  Missionary  Society  was  holding  a 
special  meeting  for  young  men  at  Exeter 
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Hall,  at  which  the  late  Earl  Cairns  pi-e- 
sided  and  delivered  his  last  public  speech. 
He  died  a week  or  two  after.  At  this 
meeting  a proposal  which  was  started  to 
undertake  a Gordon  Memorial  Mission  was 
received  with  great  enthusiasm.  Within 
four  weeks  contributions  amounting  to 
£3,000  were  spontaneously  given  for  the 
purpose,  and  this  sum  has  been  lying  by 
ever  since,  till  the  way  was  again  open  to 
the  East  Soudan.  The  moment  appears  to 
have  come  when  it  should  be  put  to  the 
use  for  which  it  was  intended.  .Subject  to 
the  sanction  of  the  proper  authorities,  the 
Society  will  at  once  send  a medical  mission 
to  the  front,  which  will  aim  not  only  at 
conciliating  the  prejudices  and  winning  the 
confidence  of  the  various  tribes  by  the  heal- 
ing art,  but  also  at  communicating  the 
benefits  of  the  Christian  religion.  The 
Society  has  already  a well-equipped  hospi- 
tal and  staff  in  Old  Cairo,  and  instructions 
' have  been  sent  to  their  agents  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  start  as  soon  as 
possible.”  It  is  expected  that  in  the  first 
party  to  go  up  to  Khartoum  will  be  Mr. 
Douglas  M.  Thornton,  so  well  and  favor- 
ably known  in  connection  with  the  Bi’itish 
Branch  of  the  Student  Volunteer  Movement. 

Belgium. — The  sixtieth  annual  report  of 
the  Missionary  Christian  Church  of  Bel- 
gium supplies  interesting  information  of  its 
year’s  work.  There  are  in  connection  with 
this  Church  thirty-four  churches  and 
preaching  stations.  For  some  time  seven 


of  these  had  been  vacant,  but  during  the 
past  year  pastors  were  found  for  all.  At 
ninety-eight  places  on  Sabbaths  and  week- 
days the  gospel  was  regularly  preached. 
Nearly  four  hundred  persons — adults  and 
children — comprising  seventy  families  have 
been  added  to  the  Church.  The  net  in- 
crease to  the  membership  has  been  a 
hundred.  This  cheering  result  is  all  the 
more  remarkable  when  it  is  remembered 
that  it  has  been  gained  in  face  of  the 
greatest  difficulties  and  the  bitter  hostility 
and  opposition  of  the  priests.  The  people 
are  living  in  great  indifference  to  religion, 
and  one  pastor  sums  up  the  situation  in  a 
striking  sentence:  “We  are  now  convinced 
that  evangelization  in  countries  nominally 
Catholic,  but  often  in  reality  without  relig- 
ion, is  one  of  the  most  difficult  tasks  there 
is.”  In  its  care  for  the  children  sixty-three 
schools,  of  which  seventeen  are  mission- 
ary, are  maintained.  In  some  of  these 
schools  a large  proportion  of  the  scholars 
are  from  Catholic  families.  Vigorous  col- 
portage  work  is  being  carried  on.  249,680 
ti’acts  were  distributed  during  the  year. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  was 
an  adverse  balance  of  nearly  £1,000. 
Through  the  increased  libei-ality  of  the 
members  of  the  Church  and  contributions 
from  societies  and  friends,  the  annual  ex- 
penditure has  been  fully  met  and  the  de- 
ficit reduced  to  £672.  This  Church  is 
aided  by  an  annual  grant  from  our  Con- 
tinental Fund. — Missionary  Record. 


It  is  estimated  that  since  the  opening  of  this  century’  at  least 
4,000,000  souls  have  been  brought  out  of  heathen  darkness  into 
the  glorious  light  of  Christian  truth.  There  are  to-day  1,166,2  if 
communicants ; 4,542  native  ministers  preaching  the  PVord  oj 
Life  to  their  own  people,  and  5Q,i  12  are  employed  as  catechists, 
lay  readers  and  helpers. 
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AT  HOME. 

Allegheny,  Pa. — We  record  the  death 
of  Miss  Sarah  B.  Irwin,  Nov.  8th,  of 
dropsy,  at  the  home  of  her  brother-in-law, 
Mr.  Lonkert,  in  Bellevue,  Pa.,  and  Miss 
Jane  Smith,  Dec.  12th,  of  pneumonia,  at 
her  own  home  in  Allegheny.  Both  were 
earnest  and  consistent  members  of  Central 
Allegheny  Congregation,  and  gave  most 
encouraging  evidence  that  to  die  was  to 
depart  and  be  with  Christ. 

Married  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Sproull,  assisted 
by  Rev.  J.  C.  Smith,  father  of  the  bride- 
groom, June  9,  1898,  at  the  home  of  the 
bride’s  parents,  Allegheny,  Ea.,  Rev.  C. 
McCleod  Smith,  pastor  of  Cedar  Lake 
Congregation,  and  Miss  Edna  Shering. 

By  the  same,  July  19,  1898,  at  the  home 
of  the  bride’s  parents,  Summer  Hill,  Alle- 
gheny, Pa.,  Thomas  Sproull  Trumbull,  son 
of  Rev.  Dr.  C.  D.  Trumbull,  and  Miss 
Helen  R.  Aikin. 

By  the  same,  August  22,  1898,  at  the 
residence  of  the  pastor,  John  Dodds 
Sharpe  and  Miss  Emma  Jane  List,  both  of 
Shireoaks,  Pa. 

By  the  same,  Sept.  11, 1898,  at  the  home 
of  her  aunt,  Mrs.  Haslett,  Allegheny,-  John 
H.  Byers  and  Miss  Jean  Rodgers,  both  of 
Pittsburg. 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa. — A Union  Thanksgiv- 
ing Service  was  held  in  the  First  Refoi'ined 
Presbyterian  Church,  Thursday,  Nov.  24, 
1898.  The  Daily  Tribune  reports  a large 
congregation  of  devout  worshipers,  and 
gives  the  following  outline  of  the  sermon 
preached  on  the  occasion  by  Rev.  W.  M. 
Glasgow,  pastor  of  the  church,  from  Deut. 
11  : 11,  12: 

With  the  recurrence  of  this  day,  wisely 
set  apart  by  church  and  nation  for  the  ex- 
pression of  thanks,  we  should  think  over 
God’s  blessings  bestowed  so  richly  and  un- 
deservedly upon  us.  “ Think”  and  “ thank” 
come  from  the  same  root.  We  cannot 
suitably  thank  God  to-day  if  we  do  not 


suitably  think  over  His  mercies.  To  recall 
His  great  kindness  to  us  during  the  year 
leads  us  to  the  gladsome  service  of  render- 
ing Him  thanks.  There  should  be  a per- 
sonal sense  of  gratitude.  This  service 
should  not  be  a mere  form,  but  from  our 
hearts.  We  should  render  thanks  and 
praise  to  the  divine  benefactor.  As  all 
blessings  come  to  us  through  God’s  dear 
Son,  so  it  is  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ 
that  we  give  thanks,  and  through  Him 
alon  e can  we  approach  the  throne  acceptably. 

This  service  originated  in  New  England 
from  the  time  of  the  early  settlement  of 
the  Pilgrims.  For  many  years  its  observ- 
ance was  peculiar  to  the  North,  and  among 
a few  denominations.  Since  1862  it  became 
a national  thanksgiving  day,  and  is  gen- 
erally observed  by  all  Christians.  We  all 
have  personal  blessings  for  which  to  thank 
God,  but  there  are  many  blessings  we  have 
enjoyed  in  common.  Notwithstanding  the 
stringency  of  the  times  and  the  excitement 
of  war,  God  has  blessed  us  with  bountiful 
harvests  and  has  now  given  us  national 
peace.  The  commodities  of  life  have  been 
plenty  and  cheap.  Business  is  reviving, 
and  our  national  outlook  is  encouraging. 
We  are  not  unmindful  of  the  remarkable 
victories  God  gave  us  through  our  armies 
and  navies  against  an  inhuman  and  op- 
pressive nation. 

We  wish  to-day  to  consider  the  theme: 
“ What  God  Expects  of  America.”  Privi- 
leges and  endowments  carry  with  them 
corresponding  responsibilities  and  account- 
abilities. This  is  on  the  principle  that  of 
those  to  whom  much  has  been  given  will 
much  be  required.  Considering  this  prin- 
ciple as  justly  applicable  to  nations  as  well 
as  individuals,  it  forces  us  to  the  belief  in 
the  moral  personality  of  a nation  and  the 
accountability  of  nations  to  God.  If  God 
expects  much  of  us,  He  has  certainly  be- 
stowed much  upon  us.  What  have  we  been 
given,  according  to  our  text  ? 
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1 —  A Land  of  God's  Personal  Choice. 

The  land  occupied  by  the  Canaanites  was 

long  chosen  of  God  as  the  future  national 
domain  of  His  own  people.  According  to 
the  wisdom  and  will  of  God,  this  land  was 
only  temporarily  occupied  by  the  Canaan- 
itish  people.  To  Abraham  it  was  said: 
“Unto  thy  seed  will  I give  this  land.”  All 
hostile  nations  were  to  be  driven  out,  and 
all  hindrances  to  a just  and  peaceable  pos- 
session were  to  be  removed  by  God  Him 
self.  Israel  was  to  possess  it  for  God. 
The  true  religion  of  Jehovah  was  to  be 
maintained  in  that  land.  I believe  America 
is  a land  of  God’s  choice,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  maintaining  the  true  religion.  .It 
is  not,  therefore,  remarkable  that  God 
diverted  the  course  of  Christopher  Colum- 
bus, which,  in  a straight  line,  would  have 
landed  him  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay;  while, 
in  fact,  by  the  floating  driftwood,  he  was 
directed  to  San  Salvador.  Roman  Catholi- 
cism was  not  to  be  first  established  in  the 
United  States,  because  God  had  reserved 
this  land  for  Protestant  Christianity.  And 
who  wei’e  the  real  founders  of  our  nation  ? 
The  Pilgrims  and  the  Puritans  ! The  best 
seed  of  the  old  world ! The  nation’s 
charter  was  formed  and  signed  in  the  cabin 
of  the  Mayflower,  granting  to  all  freedom 
to  worship  God,  and  the  land  was  to  be 
Christ’s.  The  foundation  stones  which 
these  Christian  builders  laid  assured  the 
rising  nation  that  neither  infidelity  nor 
Roman  Catholicism  should  dominate  our 
land, but  that  Protestant  Christianity  should 
pervade  all  our  national  life ; when  Israel 
was  ready  for  occupancy,  then  God  drove 
out  the  Canaanites ; when  Reformed  Prot- 
estant Christianity  was  ready  for  settle- 
ment, then  God  unveiled  this  beautiful 
land  for  its  future  possession. 

2 —  A Land  of  God’s  Marvelous  Blessings. 

Canaan  was  to  be  a better  land  than 

Egypt.  “ For  the  land  whither  thou  goest 
in  to  possess  it,  is  not  as  the  land  of  Egypt 


from  whence  ye  came  out,  where  thou 
sowedst  thy  seed  and  wateredst  it  with  thy 
foot,  as  a garden  of  herbs.”  It  was  flat, 
and  was  irrigated  from  the  overflowings  of 
the  Nile.  But  Canaan  was  to  be  favored 
as  to  natural  features.  “ But  the  land 
whither  ye  go  to  possess  it,  is  a land  of 
hills  and  valleys,  and  drinketh  water  of  the 
rain  of  heaven.’’ 

God  brought  our  national  fathers  to  a 
better  land  in  America.  Our  “ hills  ” are 
not  only  useful  for  drainage,  but  our 
mountains  are  stored  with  coal,  metals  and 
ores  of  great  value.  Our  “ valleys  ” are 
truly  rich  gardens,  and  our  boundless 
prairies  are  filling  our  graineries  and  stock- 
yards.  Our  land  “drinketh  water  of  the 
rain  of  heaven  ’’  in  our  marvelous  seacoast, 
reaching  from  Passamaquoddy  Bay  to  the 
Rio  Grande ; from  the  Gulf  of  California  to 
the  Behring  Strait ; from  the  River  St. 
Lawrence  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods — in 
all  about  20,000  miles  of  water  coast.  We 
have  here  about  3,700,000  square  miles  of 
land,  while  all  of  Palestine  is  not  as  large 
as  a county  in  Texas.  We  have  a popula- 
tion of  upwards  of  70,000,000 — all  Ameri- 
cans! Add  to  all  these  material  possessions 
our  civil  and  religious  liberty,  our  churches 
and  schools,  our  manufactories  and  our 
products,  we  rival  the  world  in  our  material 
and  intellectual  greatness.  If  we  should 
see  fit  to  extend  our  boundaries  to  the 
islands  of  the  seas  we  shall  add  to  our  ter- 
ritory and  correspondingly  increase  our  re- 
sponsibilities for  God’s  marvelous  bless- 
ings. 

3 — A Land  of  God’s  Constant  Notice. 

“ The  eyes  of  the  Lord  thy  God  are  upon 
it,  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  even 
unto  the  end  of  the  year.”  God’s  eyes  and 
thoughts  are  inseparable.  God  has  given 
His  best  thought  to  America  in  the  way  of 
His  choice  and  His  natural  blessings.  He 
has  given  His  best  thought  to  us  through 
our  Christian  founders  and  in  giving  us  a 
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Republican  form  of  government.  If  the 
eyes  of  the  world  are  upon  America  to-day 
to  see  what  we  will  do,  let  us  not  forget 
that  God’s  eyes  are  constantly  upon  us  to 
see  what  we  are.  God  gave  us  the  victories 
of  the  Pilgrims  in  religious  freedom,  as 
well  as  over  the  climate,  forests  and  sav- 
ages. God  gave  us  the  victories  of  the 
colonists  over  political  slavery  and  oppres- 
sive taxation.  God  gave  us  the  victories 
of  the  Abolitionists  over  physical  bondage 
and  degradation.  God  gave  us  the  victories 
of  our  humanitarians  over  Spanish  oppres- 
sion; and  may  God  soon  give  us  the  vic- 
tories of  the  Reformers  over  papal  en- 
croachments. the  liquor  oligarchy,  political 
corruption,  and  secularism  in  government. 
God  is  directing,  by  the  “ eyes  ” of  His 
wisdom,  our  profoundest  thinkers  along 
the  line  of  sociological  study  for  the  con- 
servation of  the  Christian  features  in  our 
government,  and  for  bringing  our  land  into 
right  relations  with  the  God  who  gave  us 
our  national  heritage. 

4 — A Land  of  God’s  Highest  Expectations. 

“ A land  which  the  Lord  thy  God  careth 
for,”  or  “seeketh  after.”  If  this  is  a land 
which  God  has  given  us  for  possession  and 
has  so  richly  blessed  it,  He  seeks  and  ex- 
pects a revenue  of  glory  from  it.  This  is 
certainly  just  and  reasonable.  If  we  can 
justly  boast  of  the  highest  civilization, 
broadest  liberty,  and  deepest  Christianity, 
then  God  expects  of  our  confessedly  fore- 
most nation  of  the  earth  the  greatest  things 
for  Him  and  the  world. 

In  closing,  the  speaker  propounded  two 
important  questions  and  gave  the  Scrip- 
tural answers.  (I.)  How  shall  we  retain 
our  possessions  ? As  Israel  did,  by  abso- 
lute obedience  to  the  divine  will  and  law. 
It  “ was  their  life”  to  keep  God’s  com- 
mandments. (2.)  How  shall  we  meet 
God’s  expectations?  As  Israel  did,  by  ac- 
knowledging the  authority  of  Jesus  Christ 
as  King  of  nations,  and  accepting  His  law 


as  the  supreme  standard  of  national  life. 
“ Righteousness  exalteth  a nation,  but  sin 
is  a reproach  to  any  people.”  “The  na- 
tions that  forget  God  shall  perish.” 
“ Blessed  is  the  nation  whose  God  is  the 
Lord.”  Let  there  not  be  the  establish- 
ment of  any  measure  that  will  deflect  the 
nation  from  the  will  of  God  and  the  plan 
of  its  founders. 

A great  Cunard  steamer  was  leaving 
Liverpool  for  New  York.  In  fitting  up  a 
stove  in  the  pilot  house  the  carpenter 
drove  a nail  near  the  compass.  From  that 
moment  the  little  nail  began  its  secret 
work  of  attraction.  All  day  and  all  night, 
in  storm  and  in  calm,  it  plied  its  gentle 
grip  on  that  needle.  When  the  vessel 
neared  our  shores  it  was  two  hundred 
miles  off  its  course.  The  lookout  cried 
“ Land  ho !”  and  when  the  steamer  came 
to  a stop,  it  was  but  a few  rods  from  the 
Nantucket  shoals.  A sixpenny  nail  caused 
the  deflection.  God  has  launched  our  ship 
of  state,  and  it  has  a destined  harbor.  He 
has  given  our  nation  the  compass  of  His 
own  word.  But  if  we  drive  the  nail  of 
secularism  to  the  displacement  of  the 
moral  standard  for  nations,  we  certainly 
will  lose  our  way,  and  at  last  be  dashed  to 
pieces  on  the  shoals  of  infidelity.  May  we 
write  on  our  national  banner,  “America 
for  Christ,”  and  man  the  ship  of  state  for 
His  honor  and  glory  and  its  happiness  and 
prosperity. 

Boston,  Mass. — The  annual  meeting  of 
the  Ladies’  Missionary  Society  of  the  Sec- 
ond Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  Bos- 
ton, was  held  the  evening  of  November  21st. 
After  hearing  the  reports  of  the  progress 
and  work  done  during  the  year,  and  some 
excellent  music  by  Miss  Helen  Wetherbee 
and  Master  Sinclair,  Brother  Wm.  F.  Davis 
gave  us  a delightful  talk  on  missionary 
work,  emphasizing  many  points  to  stimu- 
late and  quicken  the  missionary  spirit. 
We  trust  the  lessons  will  not  soon  be  for- 
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gotten.  After  which  we  were  invited  to  par- 
take of  a bounteous  supper.  In  closing  this 
our  year  we  realize  that  much  of  our  work 
cannot  be  put  into  words.  The  prayers 
offered  in  behalf  of  the  workers  in  the 
various  fields,  the  desire  of  our  hearts  that 
more  laborers  may  be  sent  out,  that  the 
kingdom  of  Christ  may  come,  cannot  be 
measured  in  verbal  results ; but  we  know 
the  God  who  hears  and  answers  prayer 
will  use  our  prayers,  and  whatever  has 
been  done  in  the  name  of  His  Son,  for  His 
own  glory  and  the  advancement  of  His 
kingdom. 

Mrs.  Nelson  B.  Morton,  Sec. 

For  three  Sabbaths  the  pastor  preached 
on  “ Foreign  Missions.”  The  texts  were 
Rev.  14 : 6,  Matt.  28  : 18-20  and  Ex.  14 : 15. 
In  the  first  he  noted  what  had  been  done 
during  the  past  century.  In  the  second  he 
pointed  out  the  effects  of  mission  work. 
It  discovers  the  universality  of  Christ’s  do- 
minion, reveals  the  gospel’s  exclusive 
power  to  cope  with  heathenism,  teaches 
man’s  stewardship  in  business.  The  more 
foreign  mission  work  the  more  home  work. 
The  closing  sermon  of  the  series  was  on 
the  conditions  of  a general  advance : The 
hearts  of  God’s  people  must  be  possessed 
by  the  love  of  Christ;  there  must  be  a 
burning  enthusiasm  in  the  work  of  saving 
souls ; our  time  and  means  must  be  used 
for  this  work ; there  must  be  importunate 
prayer  for  the  enduement  of  power  from 
above. 

The  Sabbath  school  of  this  little  congre- 
gation of  120  communicants  proposes  to 
support  a native  teacher,  and  the  pastor 
believes  it  would  be  a great  blessing  to  the 
congregation  to  undertake  the  support  of 
a missionary. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. — Resolutions  of  the 
Ladies’  Missionary  Society  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Kansas  City,  Mis- 
souri, on  the  death  of  Mrs.  Maggie  West, 
August  1 7,  1898  : 


Whereas,  Our  Heavenly  Father,  in  His 
great  wisdom,  has  taken  to  Himself  Mrs. 
Maggie  West,  this  society  desires  to  place 
on  its  records  testimony  to  her  worth. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  sudden  removal  by 
death  of  our  faithful  member  and  former 
President,  our  society  has  lost  a dear  sis- 
ter, one  who  was  ever  ready  to  lend  a help- 
ing hand  to  promote  the  good  of  the 
society,  and  who  by  her  earnest  prayers 
ever  drew  us  nearer  the  Master  she 
loved. 

Resolved , That  we  express  our  high  ap- 
preciation of  her  loving  heart  and  generous 
hand,  always  ready  to  help  the  poor  and 
sympathize  with  those  in  trouble. 

Resolved,  That  we,  as  a society,  learn  a 
lesson  from  this  sister,  who  during  her  ill- 
ness manifested  ever  the  same  gentle  and 
Christian  spirit  and  resignation  to  her 
Heavenly  Father’s  will,  and,  depending  on 
the  merits  of  her  Saviour,  passed  peacefully 
to  her  reward. 

Resolved,  That  we  express  our  sympathy 
to  the  bereaved  mother  and  sister  in  their 
affliction,  and  commend  them  to  the  God  of 
all  comfort,  who  has  promised,  “ I will  not 
leave  you  comfortless.” 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  these  resolu- 
tions be  sent  to  the  mother  and  sister,  that 
they  be  put  upon  the  Minutes  of  the  So- 
ciety and  published  in  the  church  papers. 

Mrs.  David  Henderson, 
Mrs.  L.  A.  Myers, 

Mrs.  Sarah  Johnson, 

New  Concord,  O. — The  congregation  is 
again  worshiping  in  their  accustomed 
place,  the  church  having  been  for  a few 
months  past  undergoing  extensive  repairs. 

The  large,  gloomy  room  which  formed  the 
church  proper  has  been  remodeled  into  a 
pleasant  audience  room  and  a neat  Sabbath 
school  room  adjoining,  with  a spacious  hall 
at  the  entrance.  The  church  is  now  one 
of  the  most  modern  buildings  in  the 
community. 
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We  were  greatly  disappointed  that  our 
fall  communion  could  not  be  held  as  ap- 
pointed. 

Rev.  A.  A.  Samson  preached  for  us 
Thanksgiving,  and  Rev.  F.  M.  Wilson,  De- 
cember 16.  Preaching  is  a rare  treat  for 
us  since  we  have  been  cut  off  from  the 
house  of  worship.  The  regular  prayer- 
meetings  were  held  all  through  the  siege, 
full  of  spirit  and  good  will,  and  attended 
by  all  the  congregation,  both  old  and 
young.  They  were,  indeed,  and  are  pre- 
cious privileges  that  we  all  enjoy. 

Now,  during  the  winter  season,  many  of 
the  aged  members  of  the  congregation  are 
shut  in  from  the  public  worship  together, 
not  from  severe  suffering,  but  from  feeble- 
ness alone ; but  God’s  blessings  are  not 
few  to  His  children,  no  matter  what  may 
be  their  circumstances. 

We  are  glad  to  note  the  return  to  us  of 
one  of  our  members  (Mrs.  Gibson),  who 
has  been  residing  in  Pittsburg  for  the  past 
two  years.  Com. 

New  York. — The  second  Sabbath  of  De- 
cember was  Missionary  Sabbath  in  the 
Second  Congregation  of  New  York  City.  A 
week  previously  the  pastor  preached  on 
the  words,  “ Go  ye  therefore  and  teach  all 
nations.”  He  viewed  the  command  as  ad- 
dressed to  every  disciple  and  as  having  in 
view  the  evangelization  of  the  world.  The 
great  stimulus  to  obedience  is  the  Media- 
torial authority  of  Christ  seen  so  clearly  to- 
day in  preparing  the  way  for  the  spread  of 
the  truth,  the  marvelous  progress  of  Chris- 
tianity, and  the  changes  wrought  in  the 
hearts  and  lives  of  men  through  the  preach- 
ing of  the  gospel.  On  the  morning  of  the 
second  Sabbath  attention  was  called  to  the 
ideal  missionary  prayer  with  which  the 
67th  Psalm  opens,  a prayer  in  which  is 
wrapped  up  an  intense  desire  for  an  in- 
crease of  spiritual  life,  that  through  the 
agency  of  a revived  Church  the  great  sal- 
vation may  be  made  known  to  all  nations. 


The  way  in  which  this  increased  spiritual 
life  operates  to  secure  the  desired  result  is 
by  leading  us  under  a sense  of  our  own  in- 
sufficiency to  throw  ourselves  on  God  for 
help,  clothing  our  everyday  life  with  moral 
force,  and  impelling  to  a more  complete 
surrender  of  ourselves  to  His  service  and 
glory.  In  the  afternoon  the  subject  was 
“ The  Present  Power  of  Christianity  in  the 
World,”  as  seen  in  the  moral  elevation  and 
sway  of  Christian  nations,  the  influence 
that  foreign  missions  are  exerting,  in  the 
opinion  of  such  competent  observers  as 
Lord  Lawrence,  Sir  Bartle  Frere  and 
others,  on  India  and  in  other  countries 
where  the  gospel  does  not  wholly  prevail. 
“Christ,”  says  Chunder  Sen,  founder  of 
the  Broma-Somaj,  “ and  not  the  British 
Government,  rules  India.”  “The  Na- 
tional Society  is  being  roused,  energized 
and  reformed  under  the  influence  of  Chris- 
tianity.” Reference  was  also  made  to  the 
reflex  influence  of  foreign  missionary'  work 
on  the  home  churches,  in  calling  forth  per- 
sonal loyalty  to  Chi’ist  in  social  and  civil 
relationships,  strengthening  faith  in  the 
promises  of  ultimate  success  and  stirring 
to  greater  enthusiasm  in  individual  efforts 
for  His  glory.  Another  proof  of  its  pres- 
ent power  is  the  fact  that  Christianity  is 
securing  to  men  and  society,  here  and  now, 
the  greatest  possible  good. 

At  both  diets  of  worship  the  attendance 
was  good,  and  the  offering  for  Foreign 
Missions,  made  at  the  close  of  the  service, 
amounted  to  $3,550,  or  adding  $10  sent  us 
by  a member  living  in  Brooklyn,  who  could 
not  be  present  that  day  to  bring  her  own 
offering,  $3,560.  It  is  only  fair  to  say  that 
nearly  six-sevenths  of  this  amount  were 
contributed  by  two  devoted  business  men 
connected  with  the  congregation,  who  be- 
lieve in  the  stewardship  of  property  and 
value  money  as  a means,  in  whatever  way 
it  may  be  expended,  of  serving  God.  In 
addition  to  this  offering  the  young  people 
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will  pay  $1,000  for  the  salary  of  their  mis- 
sionary on  the  island  of  Cyprus,  and  in 
February  a few  women  will  make  their 
usual  contributions  to  the  school  work  in 
Northern  Syria. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. — Special  attention  is 
called  to  the  following  statement,  because 
it  shows  so  cleai'lv  what  might  be  done  to 
lift  the  cloud  that  still  shadows  the  Foreign 
Missions,  and  what  will  be  done  when  the 
people  are  made  willing  in  a day  of  power. 

Self-denial  offering  of  the  Sabbath  School 
of  Second  R.  P.  Church,  17th  Street,  below 
Race,  Phila.,  for  Foreign  Mission  Deficit: 


In  memory  of  Miss  Sallie  A.  Henry 

(Teacher  in  S.  S.) $50  00 

Rev.  J.  C.  McFeeter’s  Class 20  50 

Miss  Hannah  J.  Walker’s  Class ....  14  25 

Miss  Jane  People’s  Class 11  00 

Miss  Mary  A.  Stewart’s  Class  (Pri- 
mary)   10  00 

Miss  Tillie  C.  Stewart’s  Class 6 00 

Miss  J.  Maude  George’s  Class 3 36 

Miss  Mary  A.  Sterrett’s  Class 3 00 

Miss  Mary  A.  People’s  Class 2 59 

Miss  Mary  Bell’s  Class 2 56 

Miss  Sarah  Holmes’  Class 2 50 

Mrs.  L.  M.  H.  Ralston’s  Class 1 03 

Miss  Katharine  I.  Walker’s  Class..  1 01 

Cash  donation  from  scholar  .......  5 00 

Proceeds  from  entertainment 20  00 


$152  80 

R.  S.  Lowey,  Treas. 

Died  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  November  22, 
1898,  John  Montgomery,  aged  91  years. 
He  was  born  August  10,  1807,  in  Convoy, 
County  Donegal,  Ireland.  In  early  life  he 
became  from  conviction  a member  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  congregation  of 
Convoy,  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  John 
Stott.  He  removed  to  the  United  States 
during  the  summer  of  1816,  and  connected 
with  the  First  Congregation,  Philadelphia, 
under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  James  M.  Will- 
son.  Two  daughters  survive  him. 

D.  B.  W. 

St.  John.  N.  B. — We  clip  the  following 
item  from  the  Daily  Telegraph , Dec.  7, 


1898 : “ The  very  many  friends  of  Mr. 
Livingstone  Morrow  will  be  sorry  to  learn 
of  his  sudden  death,  which  took  place  in 
his  late  Pennsylvania  home  yesterday.  A 
letter  was  received  the  first  of  the  week  by 
his  father  from  him  in  which  he  stated  that 
he  was  in  good  health,  and  the  telegram  of 
his  death,  which  was  received  later,  was  a 
great  shock.  The  young  man  was  only 
about  22  years  of  age  and  exceedingly 
clever.  He  was  the  son  of  Mr.  R.  A.  H. 
Morrow,  the  well-known  publisher  on 
Garden  street.  The  young  man  left  this 
city  early  last  summer  and  was  previously 
a trusted  employe  in  the  firm  of  Manches- 
ter, Robertson  & Allison.  His  death  will 
be  deeply  regretted  by  his  numerous  friends 
in  this  city.  The  remains  will  be  sent 
home  for  burial.” 

Mr.  Morrow  and  his  family  have  our 
prayerful  sympathy  in  their  hour  of  sore 
bereavement. 

Wyman,  Ia. — Attention  is  called  to  the 
following  schedule  of  appointments  for 
Iowa  Presbytery  : Hopkinton — Jan.,  Jack  ; 
Feb.,  first  and  second  Sabbaths,  Wilson ; 
third  and  fourth  Sabbaths,  Wallace  ; March, 
first  and  second  Sabbaths,  Sproull ; third 
and  fourth  Sabbaths,  and  April,  first  Sab- 
bath, Sanderson ; second,  third,  fourth  and 
fifth  Sabbaths,  Robb ; May,  first  and  second 
Sabbaths,  McKuight ; third  and  fourth  Sab- 
baths, Johnston.  Hickory  Grove — May, 
first  Sabbath,  Johnston ; third  Sabbath, 
McKniglit.  On  account  of  the  fewness  of 
the  vacancies  and  the  large  number  of 
laborers  assigued  to  Iowa  Presbytery,  the 
Committee  on  Supplies  are  unable  to  give 
the  full  time  allotted  to  each.  They  have, 
therefore,  endeavored  to  make  as  equitable 
a distribution  as  possible.  If  any  find 
themselves  unable  to  fill  their  appoint- 
ments, they  will  please  notify  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  at  their  earliest  conven- 
ience. 


J.  A.  Black. 
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MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED 
PRESBYTERIA.N  CHURCH  TO  THE 
LOWER  PROVINCES  OF  CANA.DA. 

Alexander  Cla.rke,  D D. 

Alexander  Clarke  was  bora  near  the  town 
of  Kilrea,  in  County  Derry,  Ireland, 
in  the  year  1795*.  He  was  converted  at  an 
early  age,  aud  at  once  took  an  active  part 
in  prayer-meeting  services  and  Sabbath 
school  work.  His  parents,  William  Clarke 
and  Elizabeth  Craig,  were  pious  Covenant- 
ers, and  having  embraced  the  principles  of 
that  Church  be  was  always  ready  to  de- 
fend them.  While  yet  a boy,  he  determined 
to  prepare  himself  for  the  duties  of  the 
ministry.  His  school  life  at  the  Belfast 
Academical  Institution  and  Glasgow  Uni- 
versity, from  which  he  graduated  in  1819, 
was  one  of  untiring  industry  and  persever- 
ance. Having  studied  theology  privately 
and  at  Paisley,  Scotland,  he  was  licensed 
to  preach  the  gospel.  In  1826  a cry  was 
heard  across  the  Atlantic  for  missionaries 
to  “come  over  and  help  us.”  No  sooner 
was  Mr.  Clarke  aware  of  this  than  he  said, 
“Send  me.’’  He  was  ordained  May  24, 
1827,  and  commissioned  by  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Synod  to  St.  John,  New 
Brunswick,  where,  after  a passage  of  ten 
weeks,  he  arrived  August  23,  with  Mrs. 
Clarke  and  two  little  daughters,  one  of 
whom  was  born  during  the  passage. 

They  had  resided  in  St.  John  only  a few 
months  when  his  attention  was  directed  to 
County  Cumberland,  N.  S.,  as  an  inviting 
field  for  his  labors,  and  on  November  25  of 
the  same  year  they  landed  at  Fort  Law- 
rence. The  first  house  at  which  they  stayed 

•The  exact  date  cannot  be  found.  In  the  old  Bible 
where  Dr.  Clarke  registered  the  births  and  deaths  of  his 
children  is  a record  of  his  marriage  to  Catharine 
McMillan,  May  33.  1831.  and  in  connection  with  that 
entry  he  has  written  : l'  I was  then  in  my  36th  year.” 


was  that  of  Mr.  Hugh  Logan,  a son  of 
whom  became  an  elder  in  his  church  at 
Amherst.  His  field  of  labor  having  been 
the  country  embraced  between  Philip,  Mac- 
can,  Shimogue  and  Goose  River,  he  chose 
the  latter  as  his  place  of  residence,  occupy- 
ing the  house  of  a Mr.  Cooper,  who  be- 
came greatly  attached  to  Mr.  Clarke,  and 
who  took  a lively  interest  in  church  work 
and  was  elected  an  elder.  The  settlers  in 
Shimogue  and  Goose  River  were  chiefly 
emigrants  from  Scotland  and  Ireland,  while 
in  other  parts  of  his  field  quite  a number 
were  refugee  loyalists.  Many  incidents 
which  would  astonish  the  young  people  of 
to  day  might  be  narrated  to  show  the 
amount  of  indomitable  perseverance  and 
courage  required  in  those  days  to  travel 
over  this  section  of  country  and  fill  appoint- 
ments with  any  degree  of  regularity.  The 
narrow  bridle  paths  through  rough  wooded 
thickets,  which  formed  the  only  highway 
over  much  of  the  country,  and  to  which  our 
turnpikes  of  to-day  seemed  a far  greater 
stride  in  advance  than  do  our  railways  be- 
yond the  latter.  And  in  many  places  there 
were  not  even  the  bridle  paths,  travelers 
being  guided  by  blazed  trees.  Not  to 
speak  of  the  loneliness,  tedium  and  fatigue 
of  such  travel,  of  the  urgent  but  useless 
wish  that  something  might  be  invented 
which  would  be  impervious  to  the  drench- 
ing boughs,  or  that  coats  of  mail  might 
again  be  in  vogue  to  teach  the  trees  to 
“ spare  the  woodman  ’’  instead  of  stripping 
the  clothes  off  his  back,  there  were  real 
dangers  to  be  encountered  in  swollen 
sti*eams,  falling  trees,  and  hungry  wild 
beasts.  The  subject  of  our  sketch  has 
found  his  wardrobe  so  disorganized  by 
journeys  made  under  these  circumstances 
as  to  be  obliged  to  borrow  clothes  to  make 
himself  at  all  presentable  as  a preacher. 
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On  one  of  those  occasions  he  left  a good 
part  of  a very  fine  broadcloth  coat  hanging 
to  the  limb  of  a tree,  only  too  thankful  that 
he  escaped  himself  unharmed.  At  that 
time  it  was  not  easy  to  carry  extra  clothing, 
the  saddle-bags  then  used  only  holding  the 
necessary  linens  and  few  books  required. 
On  one  of  those  occasions  Mr.  Clarke  was 
accompanied  by  this  same  Mr.  Cooper  in 
whose  house  he  lived,  and  who  was  a stal- 
wart, brawny  Scotchman.  They  had  quite, 
a large  stream  of  water  to  cross,  and  Mr. 
Cooper,  after  getting  the  horses  safely 
over,  said  to  Mr.  Clarke,  “ Now  I will  carry 
you  over  on  my  back.”  Mr.  Clarke  objected 
strongly  to  this  mode  of  travel,  but  Mr. 
Cooper  insisted  and  carried  his  point.  He 
said  he  was  used  to  carrying  large  sacks  of 
grain  and  he  thought  the  minister  would 
be  easily  carried.  So  he  stooped  down, 
and  Mr.  Clarke  mounted  his  back  and  thus 
they  started.  He  found  the  gospel,  how- 
ever, heavier  than  grain,  for  when  about 
half  way  over  he  exclaimed,  “Man,  dear,  I 
can  keep  up  no  longer,”  and  so  plunged 
with  his  burden  into  the  stream.  They 
escaped  with  nothing  more  serious  than  a 
good  wetting.  After  wading  through  some 
of  these  streams,  which  he  often  did,  Mr. 
Clarke  has  preached  in  his  wet  garments, 
leaving  footprints  not  only  on  the  “ sands 
of  time,”  but  also  on  the  boards  where  he 
stood.  Services  would  sometimes  be  held 
in  a schoolhouse,  where  there  was  one, 
sometimes  in  a barn,  and  often  in  the  log 
cabin  of  some  of  his  parishioners.  On  one 
of  his  pilgrimages  from  Goose  River  to 
Shimogue,  Mr.  Clarke  did  resolve  that  his 
past  experiences  of  this  nature  should  suf- 
fice, and  that  he  would  quickly  betake  him- 
self to  a more  civilized  country.  Arriving  at 
bedtime  at  the  home  of  a good  old  Scotch 
couple  named  Anderson,  at  the  latter  place, 
where  he  was  to  be  entertained,  he  had 
placed  his  hand  to  the  latch-string  when  he 
heard  the  good  man's  voice  in  prayer.  The 


earnest,  touching  words  of  the  petition  in 
reference  to  himself  were  never  forgotten 
by  Mr.  Clarke.  It  renewed  his  courage, 
and  he  resolved  still  to  continue  in  the  field. 
The  journeys  in  summer  were  easy  com- 
pared with  those  in  the  winter  season,  and 
to  one  brought  up  in  the  temperate  climate 
of  the  Emerald  Isle  they  were  very  trying 
and  required  a strong  constitution  to  en- 
dure, which  Mr.  Clarke  happily  possessed. 
If  the  swollen  rivers  and  trackless  wood- 
land, the  drifting  snow  and  howling  winds, 
the  beasts  of  burden  and  the  savage  tenants 
of  the  forest  could  speak,  they  would  with 
one  voice  tell  of  his  great  physical  strength. 
Among  the  many  thrilling  incidents  of 
travel  which  Mr.  Clarke  has  related,  was 
one  to  which  he  never  referred  without 
emotion,  as  it  was  connected  with  the  loss 
of  his  faithful  horse,  which  had  been  his 
only  companion  on  many  a weary  tramp  and 
to  which  he  had  become  greatly  attached. 
They  had  broken  through  the. ice  near  Fort 
Lawrence,  and  after  ineffectual  efforts  to 
extricate  the  animal,  he  was  about  to  pi*o- 
ceed  for  help,  when  the  appealing  looks  of 
the  horse  led  him  thrice  to  return  and  re- 
peat the  efforts  for  his  release.  When  help 
was  obtained,  it  was  too  late  to  be  of  serv- 
ice. This  was  the  first  horse  he  owned, 
which  made  the  loss  more  keenly  felt.  In 
that  part  of  the  country  chosen  as  his  field 
of  labor  there  were  few  frame  houses.  The 
rudely  constructed  log  cabins,  with  their 
one  living  room  and  huge  fireplace,  which 
served  for  all  purposes,  and  the  feeble  light 
of  the  tallow  candle,  would  form  a striking 
contrast  to  the  comfortable  and  convenient, 
well-lighted  and  well-heated  homes  of  to- 
day. After  a journey  of  forty  miles  taken 
on  horseback,  with  the  thermometer  rang- 
ing from  ten  to  twenty  below  zero,  getting 
warmed  at  one  of  those  fires  meant  con- 
siderable exercise.  For  while  that  part  of 
the  body  next  to  the  fire  would  be  at  the 
boiling  point,  that  part  farthest  from  the 
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fire  would  be  at  zero,  and  one  had  to  keep 
in  constant  motion  in  order  to  get  an  even 
heat.  But,  notwithstanding  all  those  trials 
and  discouragements,  there  was  a bright 
side  to  the  picture  which  cheered  and  en- 
couraged and  helped  to  make  life  more 
bearable.  His  heart  was  in  his  work.  The 
glory  of  God  and  the  salvation  of  souls  the 
great  aim  of  bis  life.  The  people  also  for 
whom  he  labored,  as  a rule,  had  truly  sym- 
pathetic hearts,  and  tried  by  every  means 
in  their  power  to  make  their  minister  com- 


fortable and  happy.  They  hailed  him  with 
delight  when  he  went  among  them,  and 
every  attention  was  shown  him.  They  were 
anxious  to  receive  religious  instruction  and 
listened  to  the  preaching  of  the  Word  with 
an  eagerness  almost  amounting  to  greed. 
The  seemingly  only  way  to  do  pastoral 
work  was  by  the  minister  stopping  at  each 
house  in  turn  when  he  came  to  hold  serv- 
ices. Supper  being  over  and  all  things 
cleared  away,  the  family  would  assemble, 
and  all,  both  old  and  young,  would  be  cat- 
echised and  instructed  in  religious  truths. 
The  visits  of  the  minister  were  few  and  far 
between,  but  they  were  appreciated  and 
made  the  best  of. 

Mr.  Clarke  remained  only  a few  years  at 
Goose  River.  As  facilities  for  travel  in- 
creased, he  extended  his  circuit,  and  in- 
cluded River  Hebert  in  Cumberland,  and 
Sackville  and  Jolicure  in  Westmoreland. 
He  then  made  Amherst  his  home,  and 
located  about  two  and  a half  miles  from  Am- 
herst village.  At  the  time  of  which  we 
write  money  was  scarce,  provisions,  and  in 
fact  all  kinds  of  goods,  were  high  in  price. 
Mr.  Clarke  realized  the  fact  that  he  could 
not  live  and  support  his  family  by  the  gos- 
pel alone.  In  1835  he  bought  a lot  of  wil- 
derness land,  to  be  paid  for  by  instalments, 
which  by  patient  industry  he  converted 
into  a productive  farm  and  comfortable 
home,  and  on  which  he  resided  to  the  time 
of  his  death.  His  first  barn  was  made  by 
selecting  four  trees  as  near  in  the  form  of 
a square  as  could  be  found  at  a con- 
venient distance  from  the  house. 
They  were  sawed  off  several  fet  t from 
the  ground,  roofed  over  and  boarded 
in.  This  served  until  he  could  build 
a proper  barn.  He  now 
had  Goose  River,  River 
Philip,  Shimogue,  Sackville, 
Jolicure,  Amherst,  Maccan 
and  River  Hebert.  His  work 
now  he  found  very  hard. 
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To  study  and  keep  up  preaching  in  all  those 
stations  was  more  than  enough  for  any  one 
man.  Aud  in  order  to  make  the  farm  a 
success  he  was  obliged  to  do  a great 
amount  of  manual  labor,  assisting  the  hired 
man  at  least  four  days  out  of  the  week  and 
preparing  his  sermons  while  in  the  saddle 
and  at  work  in  the  field.  But  he  was  ably 
assisted  and  strengthened  in  his  work  by  a 
few  godly  women  in  the  different  congre- 
gations. among  whom  may  be  mentioned: 
Mrs.  Wood  and  Mrs.  Angsley  of  River 
Hebert,  Mrs.  D.  D.  Logan  of  Amherst,  Mrs. 
Brownell  of  Jolicure,  Mrs.  Chapman  of 
Shimogue,  and  others.  Their  cheering 
words  and  their  efforts  and  zeal  in  the 
cause  being  even  more  untiring  than  that 
of  the  men. 

About  the  year  1831  and  before  the  field 
had  become  so  extensive,  the  Rev.  William 
Somerville  was  sent  from  the  same  Synod 
to  assist  him.  They  worked  together  for 
some  years,  and  were  instrumental  in  lead- 
ing many  to  know  Christ  and  to  accept  the 
distinctive  principles  of  the  Covenanter 
Church. 

In  1847  Mr.  Clarke  and  all  the  congrega- 
tions he  represented,  desiring  to  enjoy  the 
full  privileges  of  citizenship  in  Nova  Scotia, 
became  identified  with  that  branch  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  whose  mem- 
bers are  free  to  exercise  the  elective  fran- 
chise, and  on  October  1 4 of  that  year  were 
taken  formally  under  the  care  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  of  the  United  States.  The  fol- 
lowing brethren  were  sent  to  him  succes- 
sively as  assistants : Henry  Gorden,  Andrew 
Gailey,  W.  S.  Darragh,  John  Alford,  Archi- 
bald Thomson,  Samuel  Boyd,  and  others. 
About  this  time  he  received  a call  to  a con- 
gregation in  Pittsburg,  but  declined  the 
call.  In  1856  Mr.  Clarke  was  honored  with 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  by  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  was  elected 
Moderator  of  the  General  Synod,  and  was 
appointed  a delegate  to  visit  the  sister 


churches  in  the  old  country.  This  was  the 
only  visit  he  ever  made  to  his  native  land. 
In  July,  1856,  Mr.  Alexander  Robinson, 
who  had  been  previously  ordained  in  New 
York,  was  installed  pastor  of  the  church  in 
Shimogue  and  Fort  Elgin,  New  Brunswick. 
In  the  year  1857  Rev.  A.  Thomson  was  set- 
tled over  the  congregations  of  Goose  River 
and  River  Hebert.  Mr.  Clarke  was  thus 
left  with  four  preaching  stations,  which  he 
supplied  up  to  his  death.  He  preached 
twice  every  Sabbath,  driving  between  ser- 
vices sometimes  six  and  often  ten  miles. 
He  conducted  a weekly  prayer-meeting  and 
Bible  class  at  Amherst,  and  as  often  as  pos- 
sible met  with  the  Sabbath  school.  While 
alone  in  the  field  none  of  those  stations 
could  have  preaching  more  frequently  than 
once  in  four,  five  and  six  weeks.  In  some 
cases  there  would  be  two  sermons  at  one 
place,  with  an  intermission  of  an  hour,  and 
sermons,  too,  of  a length  that  would  startle 
and  exasperate  the  present  generation.  The 
gospel  was  prized,  many  of  the  people 
walking  six,  eight  and  ten  miles.  Mr.  Clarke 
was  strongly  attached  to  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church.  He  was  fully  per- 
suaded in  his  own  mind  that  its  position 
was  eminently  scriptural.  Although  his 
labors  were  extensive  and  his  remuneration 
small,  he  clung  with  enlightened  attach- 
ment to  the  church  of  his  choice,  and  no 
worldly  honor  or  tempting  remuneration 
could  induce  him  to  leave  it.  But,  while 
this  was  the  case,  he  studiously  avoided 
any  interference  or  cause  of  divisions  in  the 
ranks  of  any  whose  views  differed  from  his. 
In  Glasgow’s  “ History  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  in  America”  may  be 
found  (p.  460)  the  following  estimate  of 
this  devoted  servant  of  God:  “He  was  a 
sound  theologian,  a true  philanthropist  and 
an  able  soldier  of  the  cross.  He  was  highly 
esteemed  by  men  who  did  not  agree  with 
him  in  his  religious  beliefs,  because  of  his 
fearless  proclamation  of  the  truth  as  he 
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accepted  it.  He  was  a powerful  contro- 
versialist. His  masterly  irony,  clear  and 
logical  deductions  and  unanswerable  scrip- 
tural arguments,  together  with  his  wonder- 
ful memory,  command  of  language  and 
versatility  of  thought,  gave  him  a power 
over  his  opponents  seldom  surpassed.” 

At  the  time  when  Mr.  Clarke  came  to 
New  Brunswick  there  was  no  Keformed 
Presbyterian  organization  or  church  edifice 
in  all  his  field  of  labor.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  there  were  fifteen,  most  of  which  he 
had  been  instrumental  in  building,  and  to 
many  of  them  he  had  contributed  of  his 
own  funds.  His  death  took  place  on  the 
morning  of  Sabbath,  March  15,  1874,  after 
an  illness  of  six  weeks.  He  was  in  the 
seventy-ninth  year  of  his  age,  and  had  been 
forty-seven  years  in  the  field.  As  the  sun 
arose  peacefully  upon  the  world  that  day 
of  holy  rest  his  “ sun  went  down,”  and  his 
spirit  arose  triumphantly  into  that  rest 
which  remaiueth  to  the  people  of 
God. 


Lavinia  Bairo. 

River  Hebert , N.  S. 


NOTES  FROM  A MISSIONARY  ON 
FURLOUGH. 

I have  thought  that  some  notes  of  our 
travels  and  work  among  the  churches  might 
be  interesting  to  your  readers.  Since  our 
return  to  the  United  States  I have  pre- 
sented the  cause  of  our  Syrian  Mission, 
more  or  less  fully,  to  nineteen  of  the  con- 
gregations of  our  Church.  In  six  churches 
we  have  given  an  exhibition  of  Syrian  curi- 
osities, articles  of  native  dress,  specimens 
of  needlework,  etc. 

Many  who  have  heard  and  seen  have  said 
that  they  were  both  pleased  and  profited. 
Everywhere  we  have  been  kindly  received 
and  entertained  and  have  had  attentive 
audiences.  We  have  greatly  enjoyed  meet- 
ing with  relatives  and  old  friends,  making 
new  friends,  and  imparting  all  possible  in- 


formation regarding  the  Church’s  work  in 
Syria  and  the  neighboring  stations. 

August  15tb  Mrs.  Stewart  and  myself, 
with  two  of  our  children,  left  Pittsburg  for 
Northwood,  O.  There  I had  the  sad  pleas- 
ure of  taking  part  in  the  funeral  services  of 
cousin  John  W.  Speer,  late  of  Kansas  City, 
Mo.  He  had  been  my  roommate  and  com- 
panion for  several  years  while  I was  attend- 
ing college  at  Northwood,  and  I was  sorely 
disappointed  in  not  meeting  him  alive. 

A month  would  not  have  been  sufficient 
to  visit  friends  in  this  neighborhood,  and 
we  had  only  a week,  so  we  made  a few  brief 
visits  and  calls  and  passed  on. 

Next  we  visited  the  congregation  of  Ray, 
Ind.  Both  here  and  at  Northwood  the 
pastors  were  away,  and  I had  the  Sabbath 
services  all  my  own  way,  but  Rev.  C.  M. 
Smith  and  wife  put  in  an  appearance  before 
the  close  of  our  exhibition  on  Monday  even- 
ing. The  people  are  enthusiastic  in  praise 
of  their  new  pastor  and  his  wife.  After 
visiting  our  relatives  and  being  refreshed, 
we  set  out  for  Kansas  City,  where  we  were 
kindly  entertained  by  Rev.  A.  J.  McFarland 
and  wife.  This  worthy  but  struggling  con- 
gregation had  been  sorely  afflicted  in  the 
loss  of  two  of  its  members,  followed  by  the 
removal  of  the  family  of  J.  W.  Speer  to 
Belle  Center,  O. 

From  this  place  we  went  to  Winchester, 
Kansas,  for  the  meeting  of  Presbytery  and 
the  thirtieth  anniversary  of  the  congrega- 
tion. Here  we  met  with  many  kind  friends, 
but  the  continued  rain  kept  us  from 
visiting  many  of  them  at  their  homes. 
Dr.  Coulter,  whose  health  has  been  in  great 
measure  restored,  went  to  Hopkinton  to 
hold  a communion  and  I occupied  his  pul- 
pit one  Sabbath,  and  afterward,  on  October 
2d,  returned  and  assisted  at  his  communion . 
Most  of  the  time  there  was  spent  at  his 
hospitable  home. 

Thence  we  accompanied  Rev.  T.  J.  Allen 
to  his  home  and  congregation  at  Sterling, 
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Kan.,  where  we  spent  a very  happy  week. 
Among  others  we  visited  the  mother  and 
sisters  of  Rev.  J.  Boggs  Dodds,  and  were 
warmly  welcomed.  They  were  very  sorry, 
as  we  were  also,  to  learn  of  the  forced  re- 
turn of  Mr.  Dodds  and  family  to  this  coun- 
try. We  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  a 
musical  entertainment  given  by  Miss  Carrie 
McClurkin,  instructress  in  music  in  Cooper 
Memorial  College,  Sterling,  where  Rev. 
Allen’s  daughter  Ava  is  well  advanced  in 
the  classical  course. 

Prom  Sterling  we  turned  our  faces  east- 
ward, and  agaiu  passed  through  Topeka, 
where  we  would  gladly  have  met  with  Dr. 
H.  P.  McClurkin’s  people,  but  time  would 
not  permit. 

We  next  reached  Olathe,  where  so  many 
of  the  relatives  of  our  missionaries  reside. 
We  made  our  home  with  Mr.  Stewart 
Wright,  a former  member  of  the  Slippery 
Rock  Congregation  and  an  old  friend,  but  we 
had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  the  houses  of 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Wylie,  Dr.  Moore’s  father,  and 
Rev.  Edgar  and  others.  The  congregation 
seems  to  be  flourishing  and  the  pastor  is 
happy,  but  it  certainly  is  not  good  for 
him  to  continue  alone,  and  so  we  advised 
him. 

From  here  we  returned  to  Kansas  City, 
where  Mrs.  Stewart  and  the  children  were 
left  behind  at  the  house  of  her  aunt,  while 
I went  to  Clariuda,  la.,  to  assist  Rev.  J.  W. 
Dill  at  his  communion.  Monday  was  chiefly 
given  up  to  amission  meeting,  and  we  were 
cheered  by  the  presence  of  Rev.  J.  R. 
Wylie,  of  College  Springs.  Here  I found 
warm  friends,  and  besides  the  family  of  the 
pastor,  I was  specially  glad  to  meet  the 
family  of  my  classmate  in  the  Seminary, 
Rev.  W.  M.  Pinkerton,  and  the  family  of 
Rev.  D.  McKee.  I found  his  son,  Elder  D. 
McKee,  enthusiastic  in  his  praise  of  the 
workers  and  work  of  the  Indian  Mission, 
he  having  visited  it  twice.  After  the  com- 
munion at  Winchester,  I proceeded  to  the 


Indian  Mission,  and  was  heartily  x-eceived 
and  entertained  by  the  family  of  Rev.  Cari- 
thers  and  by  his  co-workers.  During  the 
different  meetings  of  the  communion  occa- 
sion, I had  opportunity  to  judge  of  the 
Indian  character,  and  to  test  my  power  of 
presenting  gospel  thoughts  through  an  in- 
terpreter. My  conclusion  is  that  it  is  a 
method  very  unsatisfactory  to  the  preacher, 
although  the  Holy  Spirit  seems  to  make  it 
the  means  of  conveying  much  spiritual 
nourishment  to  the  poor  hearers.  Even 
after  one  has  labored  with  his  interpreter 
to  convey  to  him  his  meaning,  it  requires 
strong  faith  to  believe  that  he  will  be  able 
to  give  it  correctly  to  his  fellows,  because 
his  language  is  so  defective  in  spiritual  ap- 
paratus. But  the  Indians  are  very  kindly, 
patient  and  attentive,  and,  so  far  as  I know, 
never  complain  of  the  length  of  the  ser- 
vices. They  even  attended  a missionary 
meeting,  and  were  anxious  to  hear  of  the 
wall  cards  which  their  contribution  had 
procured  for  the  hospital  at  Latakia. 

The  missionaries  are  thoroughly  in  ear- 
nest, and  expect  success  at  the  same  time 
that  they  deserve  it.  The  field  is  hard,  yet 
in  many  respects  promising,  and  there  are 
many  evidences  of  the  Holy  Spirit’s  ap- 
proval and  effectual  working.  The  mission 
is  well  worthy  of  the  Church’s  most  hearty 
and  liberal  support. 

After  leaving  the  Indian  Mission  I came 
up  with  Mrs.  Stewart  and  the  children  at 
Springfield,  Mo.,  and  Saturday  night  found 
us  in  Chicago.  As  it  happened,  the  next 
day  was  their  communion  Sabbath,  and  we 
had  the  privilege  of  taking  part  with  them. 
In  the  evening  I occupied  most  of  the 
young  people’s  hour  with  an  address  on 
our  Syrian  Mission.  Monday  forenoon  was 
spent  in  delightful  association  with  our 
friends,  but  evening  found  us  speeding 
away  toward  Pittsburg,  in  order  to  be 
ready  for  the  wedding  of  Mrs.  Stewart’s 
sister,  Elizabeth  M.  Love.  In  the  time  that 
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could  be  devoted  to  our  western  trip,  we 
found  it  impossible  to  visit  half  the  congre- 
gations to  which  we  had  urgent  invitations. 
Of  those  we  were  able  to  visit  we  have 
none  but  the  most  pleasant  recollections, 
which  will  not  speedily  pass  away. 

Since  our  return  from  the  West  I have 
assisted  Rev.  J.  M.  Foster,  Boston,  and 
Rev.  J.  C.  Taylor,  East  Craftsbury,  Vt.  In 
both  of  these  places  I spoke  on  our  mission 
work,  and  was  assured  of  a hearty  response. 
People  said,  “ We  know  more  about  the 
work  than  we  did  before,  and  we  intend  to 
do  more.”  Dr.  S.  G.  Shaw  and  wife  were 
present  at  the  Boston  missionary  meeting. 
Rev.  S.  McNaugher  was  away  assisting  at 
a communion,  hence  I did  not  have  the 
pleasure  of  calling  upon  him. 

That  there  may  be  no  misunderstanding, 
I wish  to  say  that  any  money  received  by 
me  for  preaching  has  been  used  for  travel- 
ing expenses,  aud  any  that  was  taken  up  at 
our  exhibitions  by  collection,  or  handed  to 
us  privately,  will  be  used  for  mission  work 
upon  our  return  to  Syria. 

•James  S.  Stewart. 

AESA  HAURANI. 

A notice  in  Olive  Trees  of  the  death  of 
an  old  and  valued  friend,  Aesa  El-Haurani, 
awakens  a train  of  recollections  both  pleas- 
ant and  sorrowful.  He  was  possessed  of  a 
portly  figure,  of  moderate  height,  of  a large, 
round,  open,  cheerful  countenance,  brimful 
of  good  humor  and  hearty  welcome.  He 
was  of  a genial  and  sunny  disposition,  and 
was  the  very  soul  of  hospitality.  I remem- 
ber well  the  first  time  I met  him.  It  was 
about  nineteen  years  ago.  He  received  me 
with  open  arms  and  kissed  me  on  both 
cheeks,  according  to  the  Oriental  custom. 
I was  somewhat  disconcerted  by  his  cordial 
greeting,  and  the  bystanding  missionaries 
laughed  heartily  at  my  embarrassmeut,  but, 
notwithstanding  that,  we  became  fast 
friends,  and  so  remained.  Many  a night  I 


spent  under  his  roof  at  Aldainey.  Once  he 
cured  me  of  a very  bad  cold.  He  steeped 
myrtle  boughs  and  wheat  bran  in  hot  water, 
had  me  bathe  ray  feet  and  hands  in  it,  gave 
me  a drink  of  hot  violet  tea,  made  me  go 
immediately  to  , bed,  piled  a mountain  of 
clothes  on  me,  and  in  the  morning  there 
wasn’t  a vestige  of  cold  left,  or  rather  it 
had  all  left. 

Many  a tour  I made  in  his  company 
through  the  Nusairiyeh  Mountains  and 
among  the  villages,  visiting  schools  and 
pi'eaching  the  Gospel  of  the  Kingdom.  The 
name  of  his  eldest  son  was  Ibraheem,  and 
according  to  the  custom  he  was  known  as 
Abu  Ibraheem  (Father  of  Ibraheem),  in- 
stead of  Aesa. 

I have  never  met  a man  before  or  since 
who  knew  the  Scriptures  any  better  than 
he  did,  and  with  his  knowledge  of  the  latter 
he  had  a good  understanding  of  the  mean- 
ing, and  I suppose  thei’e  were  not  many 
passages  in  the  Word  of  God  on  which  he 
did  not  hold  an  opinion,  generally  sound. 
He  also  knew  the  Koran  about  as  well  as 
the  Scriptures,  aud  could  quote  it  better 
than  the  Moslems,  except  the  learned  class, 
few  in  number.  He  was  a brilliant  conver- 
sationalist, and  that  was  where  his  great 
strength  lay  as  a Christian  worker.  I have 
often  been  entertained  and  edified  by  his 
conversation  when  we  were  touring  to- 
gether. We  would  enter  a village  and  go 
to  the  house  of  the  chief  man,  where  we 
would  lodge.  We  would  be  taken  to  the 
principal  room,  and  after  a while  the  men 
of  the  village  would  come  in  to  do  honor  to 
the  guests  of  their  chief.  They  would 
salute  us  and  seat  themselves  about  the 
room.  Their  conversation  would  begin 
and  continue  while  we  remained,  or  far  into 
the  night,  if  we  stayed  so  long.  It  was  an 
easy  matter  to  turn  the  conversation  into 
moral  and  religious  channels,  avoiding, 
however,  controversy  as  much  as  possible, 
so  as  not  to  awaken  hostility,  and  it  was 
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astonishing  how  the  people  would  linger 
and  listen  into  the  wee  sma'  hours.  Abu 
Ibraheem  had  a fund  of  anecdote  and  pos- 
sessed a well-developed  sense  of  humor, 
and  his  conversation  was  well-seasoned 
with  these  ingredients  in  addition  to  the 
salt  of  the  Gospel.  He  had  a deep,  rich, 
rolling  voice,  and  although  he  was  not 
scholarly,  yet  his  language  was  forceful  and 
picturesque,  being  the  language  of  the 
common  people. 

He  was  long  in  the  service  of  the  Mission, 
having  been  the  companion  and  helper  of 
Rev.  R.  J.  Dodds,  D.D.,  whom  he  loved 
with  his  whole  heart.  On  the  delivery  of  a 
formal  discourse  his  style  was  not  so  at- 
tractive, having  lost  the  freedom  and  charm 
that  belong  to  conversation.  He  was  fer- 
vent, earnest,  and  spiritually  minded,  and 
a very  useful  man.  He  understood  the 
native  character  well,  and  knew  how  to  deal 
with  the  people  of  the  country.  His  man- 
ner toward  them  was  respectful  and  con- 
ciliatory, and  wherever  he  went  he  was 
kindly  received  and  exercised  a salutary 
influence. 

His  later  years  were  saddened  b}f  the  loss 
of  his  wife,  who  was  a true  helpmeet  to 
him,  and  seconded  him  in  every  good  work. 

He  was  a good  man  and  full  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  I believe  he  was  instrumental 
in  leading  many  souls  into  the  kingdom, 
and  were  I ever  to  visit  the  scenes  of  our 
joint  labors,  I do  not  know  that  I would 
miss  any  one  more  than  Abu  Ibraheem. 

Markle , Pa.  William  J.  Sproull, 

FOUNDER  OF  ISLAMISM. 

The  Church  Missionary  Intelligencer 
publishes  a paper  read  by  Mr.  -John  Fer- 
guson at  Colombo,  Ceylon,  from  which  we 
take  the  following  paragraph  : 

“At  first  he  was  alone  and  was  persecu- 
ted for  his  notions  of  religion  ; then  came 
great  gatherings  of  followers  and  success — 
and  success  ruined  Mohammed's  character. 


It  seems  to  me  that  Mohammed  distinctly 
yielded  to  the  temptation  which  Jesus 
Christ,  sinless  and  Divine,  cast  from  Him. 
‘All  these  things,’  says  Satan,  ‘I  will  give 
Thee  if  Thou  wilt  fall  down  and  worship 
me.’  And  Mohammed  did  not  say,  ‘ Get 
thee  behind  me,  Satan!’  He  had  been  a 
prophet  teaching  faith  in  God,  submission 
to  His  will,  trust  in  His  Providence,  and 
good-will  to  His  creatures  with  prayers 
and  alms ; but  now  he  became  a politician, 
head  of  a party,  and  carried  fire  and  sword 
to  his  enemies.  He  put  one  merit  or  virtue 
before  his  followers,  fighting;  he  prom- 
ised them  a sensual  paradise;  and  this  was 
secure  for  every  one  who  died  fightingand 
calling  out : ‘ There  is  but  one  God  (Allah), 
and  Mohammed  is  His  prophet ! ’ — more 
properly,  ‘apostle.’  He  grew  to  be  a 
robber,  assassin,  and  murderer  of  the  most 
cruel  type,  treating  all  Jews  (the  nearest 
creed  to  his  own)  with  vindictive  cruelty. 
He  was  a man  of  evil  passions,  sanctioning 
polygamy  and  facile  divorce,  and  himself 
taking  eleven  wives,  although  his  own 
Koran  gave  the  limit  at  four.  Whereas 
Jesus  Christ  liberated  and  exalted  women 
as  no  other  religious  teacher  had  ever 
done,  Mohammed  deliberately  degraded 
woman  to  an  animal ; and  in  many  places 
Mohammedan  women  still  believe  they  are 
like  the  beasts  that  perish.  In  Morocco 
they  tell  Christian  missionaries,  4 Why 
preach  to  us?  We  have  no  souls;  you 
may  as  well  preach  to  the  cows.’  ” 

CHRISTIAN  INTEGRITY. 

Members  of  the  Cotton  Exchange  were 
very  agreeably  surprised  yesterday  at  the 
receipt  of  checks  from  Walter  T.  Miller,  a 
member  of  the  Exchauge,  in  settlement  of 
debts  which  were  nullified  by  Miller’s  fail- 
ure and  the  settlement  agreed  to  by  his 
creditors  ten  years  ago  and  in  full  payment 
of  all  his  liabilities. 

Mr.  Miller  is  the  head  of  the  firm  of 
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Walter  T.  Miller  & Co.,  which  deals  ex- 
tensively on  the  Exchange.  He  failed  in 
1888,  owing,  it  is  said,  to  the  collapse  of 
several  firms  with  which  he  had  dealings, 
and  after  a couple  of  weeks’  suspension  the 
creditors  agreed  to  accept  a settlement  of 
fifty  cents  on  the  dollar.  Although  the 
creditors  were  satisfied  with  this.  Mr.  Mil- 


ler was  not,  and  he  declared  at  the  time 
that  if  he  ever  could  do  so  he  would  pay 
his  debts  to  the  last  penny.  He  did  so  on 
Monday,  sending  out  twenty-three  checks, 
amounting  in  all  to  about  $10,0  )0.  Ac- 
companying these  were  letters  calling  at- 
tention to  his  declaration  of  ten  years  ago 
and  explaining  that  although  the  settle- 


ment had  given  him  a legal  release,  it  had 
not  dissolved  the  moral  obligation  to  pay 
all  he  owed. 

Many  of  the  firms  who  received  the 
checks  had  forgotten  all  about  Mr.  Miller’s 
failure,  and  others  had  destroyed  their 
books  containing  records  of  their  account 
with  him.  The  extent  of  Mr.  Miller’s  popu- 
larity is  indicated  by  the  fact  that 
at  the  very  next  election  after  his 
failure  he  was  elected  treasurer 
of  the  Exchange,  and  has  held  the 
office  ever  since.  He  had  held  it 
for  several  years  prior  to  1888,  and 
was  one  of  the  charter  members  of 
the  Exchange.  Mr.  Miller  was  out 
of  the  city  yesterday,  but  his  son, 
David,  speaking  for  him,  said  : 
“No  doubt  it  is  very  gratifying 
to  those  who  received  the  checks, 
but  I venture  to  say  that  no  one 
is  half  so  much  pleased  as  my 
father  at  the  thought  that  he  can 
again  say  that  he  does  not  owe  a 
dollar.” — Kern  York  Herald,  Dec. 
21,  1898. 

The  honest  man  referred  to  in 
the  foregoing  extract  is  a member 
of  the  Second  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Congregation  in  New  York 
City,  a devoted  friend  of  missionary 
work  and  highly  esteemed  wher- 
ever he  is  known.  To  Mr.  Miller 
life  is  worship,  and  consequently 
he  has  been  guided  and  governed 
in  his  whole  business  career  by 
the  principles  and  precepts  of 
Christianity.  At  the  Synod  of  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Church,  meeting  May 
29,  18G7,  he  ,was  elected  a member  of  its 
Foreign  Mission  Board,  and  at  the  meet- 
ing Juue  4,  1872,  he  was  appointed  its 
treasurer,  and  during  the  long  term  of 
more  than  26  years,  he  has  faithfully  served 
the  Church  in  that  capacity  without  one 
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dollar  of  remuneration.  Funds  are  always 
safe  and  wisely  administered  when  en- 
trusted to  the  custody  and  management 
of  a man  of  such  unchallengeable  integ- 
rity. 

MEDICAL  MISSIONARIES. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Medical 
Mission  Auxiliary  to  the  Church  Missionary 
Society,  Sir  William  Broadbent,  an  eminent 
representative  of  the  medical  profession, 
who  presided  on  the  occasion,  paid  a fine 
tribute  of  personal  admiration  to  medical 
missionaries.  “One  is  struck,”  he  said, 
“with  the  enormous  amount  of  good  that 
is  being  done  at  this  comparatively  small 
cost  of  £6,000  a year.  One  reads  of  1,250 
beds  of  patients,  one  reads  of  forty-seven 
medical  missionaries,  and  the  expense  of 
that  is  something  like  a little  over  £6,000. 

. Accustomed,  as  one  is,  to  hos- 
pital expenditure  here,  one  is  filled  with 

astonishment  at  the  statement 

I think  very  few  would  refuse  a tribute  of 
admiration  to  the  men  who  devote  their 
lives  to  this  purpose.  Some  of  them  have 
educated  themselves  as  medical  men  en- 
tirely for  the  purpose  of  making  use  of 
their  knowledge  as  missionaries.  Others 
have  qualified  as  doctors,  and  then  have 
received  a call  to  devote  their  services  to 
this  great  work.  And  we  must  remember 
that  there  is  no  room  here  for  ambition  of 
a worldly  kind,  no  opportunity  for  making 
material  gain,  no  low  chance  of  anything 
like  distinction,  or  fame,  or  renown.  Any 
reward  that  they  have  must  come  from 
within  and  from  above,  from  the  conscious- 
ness of  doing  good  and  obeying  the  divine 
command,  and  from  the  conviction  that 
they  are  workiug  in  the  divine  service.  . . 
So  far  from  considering  missionary  effort 
as  wasted  energy,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
missionary  spirit  is  the  greatest  evidence 
of  vitality  in  the  Church,  certainly  the  most 
convincing  evidence  of  its  vitality.” 


GOLDEN  PALACE. 

In  India  they  tell  the  story  of  the  Golden 
Palace.  Sultan  Ahmed  was  a great  king. 
He  sent  Yakoob,  the  most  skillful  of  his 
builders,  with  a large  sum  of  money  to 
erect  in  the  mountains  of  snow  the  most 
splendid  palace  ever  seen.  Yakoob  went 
to  the  place  and  found  a great  famine  pre- 
vailing among  the  people.  Many  were 
dying.  Instead  of  building  the  palace,  he 
took  the  money  and  gave  it  to  buy  bread 
for  the  starving  people.  At  leugth  Ahmed 
came  to  see  his  palace,  and  there  ■syas  no 
palace  there.  He  sent  for  Yakoob  and 
learned  his  story,  then  grew  very  angry, 
and  cast  the  builder  into  chains.  “ To- 
morrow thou  shalt  die,”  he  said,  “ for  thou 
hast  robbed  thy  king.”  But  that  night 
Ahmed  had  a wonderful  dream.  There 
came  to  him  one  in  shining  garments,  who 
said,  “Follow  me.”  Up  they  soared  from 
earth  till  they  came  to  heaven’s  gate.  They 
entered,  and  lo!  there  stood  a palace  of 
pure  gold,  more  brilliant  than  the  sun. 
“ What  palace  is  this?”  asked  Ahmed.  His 
guide  answered  : “ This  is  the  palace  of 
Merciful  Deeds,  built  for  thee  by  Yakoob 
the  wise.  Its  glory  shall  endure  when  all 
earth’s  things  have  passed  away.”  Then 
the  king  understood  that  Yakoob  had  done 
most  wisely  with  his  money. 

It  is  only  a heathen  legend,  but  its  teach- 
ing is  true.  If  we  are  doing  true  work, 
we  need  not  concern  ourselves  about  visible 
results.  Though  in  self-denying  life  we 
build  no  palaces  on  earth,  we  are  piling  far 
nobler  walls  beyond  the  skies.  The  money 
we  give  in  service  and  sacrifice  of  helpful- 
ness may  add  nothing  to  our  bank  account, 
but  it  is  laid  up  as  treasure  in  heaven, 
where  neither  moth  nor  rust  doth  corrupt, 
and  where  thieves  do  not  break  through 
nor  steal. — Selected. 

Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  to  one  of  the  least 
of  these  my  brethren,  ye  did  it  unto  me. — 
Jesus  Christ. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES. 

Olive  Trees  will  acknowledge  renewals  this  year  by  chang- 
ing date  on  wrappers. 

In  case  the  date  is  not  changed  on  the  first  or  second  number 
immediately  following  a remittance , the  subscriber  should  notify 
Olive  Trees  at  once. 

If  any  one  wishes  a formal  receipt , he  must  send  a postal 
card  or  two-cent  stamp  for  reply. 


— At  the  request  of  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions we  insert  the  following  letter  and 
express  the  hope  that  those  who  have  not 
seen  his  official  reports  and  circulars  may 
be  able  to  glean  from  it  a little  informa- 
tion : 

Dear  Olive  Trees  : 

Allow  me  a little  space  to  remove,  if 
possible,  a misunderstanding  that  seems  to 
exist  as  to  the  present  financial  condition 
of  the  Foreign  Missions.  So  many  letters 
have  been  received,  asking  for  information 
on  this  subject,  that  I have  decided  to  reply 
through  the  press.  I am  told  that  in  some 
instances  pastors  on  leaving  the  pulpit, 
after  urging,  in  view  of  the  embarrassing 
debt,  an  increase  in  the  contributions,  have 
been  met  with  the  assertion  that  they  were 
mistaken,  as  there  is  no  debt.  In  the 
official  report  presented  to  the  Synod  in 
June,  1898,  are  these  words : “ Twelve 
months  ago  the  Treasurer  reported  an 
overdraft  of  $9,475.  In  less  than  six 
months  the  debt  had  grown  to  nearly 
$I6,0U0.  A circular  was  addressed  to 
every  pastor  and  a representative  in  every 
vacant  congregation,  setting  forth  the 
financial  condition  $nd  claims  of  the  Mis- 
sions. . . . The  result,  however,  is  far  from 
satisfactory.  The  congregational  collec- 
tions showed  a nominal  increase  of  nearly 
$1,500.  We  say  nominal,  because  that  in- 


crease is,  to  our  personal  knowledge,  from 
a very  few  churches,  while  in  some  cases 
there  must  have  been  a falling  off.  The 
total  receipts,  including  $547  contributed 
specially  for  the  reduction  of  the  debt,  are 
$2,028  over  those  of  the  previous  year ; 
the  total  expenditures  are  $2,892  less  than 
those  of  the  previous  year,  and  still  the 
disbursements  exceed  the  receipts  from  all 
sources  by  $784,  which,  added  to  the  debt 
reported  at  last  meeting  of  Synod,  make 
a present  overdraft  of  $10,200.”  Why  was 
not  that  statement  challenged  at  the  time 
and  the  Board  admonished  not  to  insert 
incorrect  declarations  in  papers  that  are  to 
become  part  of  the  history  of  the  Church  ? 
Why  was  not  the  Committee  on  Missions 
asked  for  an  explanation,  when  it  reported 
that  item  and  based  on  it  a recommenda- 
tion, which  was  unanimously  adopted  by 
Synod,  calling  upon  all  the  people  “ to  con- 
secrate themselves  anew  to  the  cause  of 
Missions  and  to  bring  the  tithes  into  the 
storehouse  that  God  may  bless  us  and  the 
ends  of  the  earth  may  fear  His  name?” 
When  the  Board  was  authorized  to  send 
additional  laborers  to  Syria,  “as  soon  as 
they  can  be  secured  and  the  funds  sup- 
plied,” why  did  not  one  of  these  brethren 
move  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  last 
clause,  as  there  was  plenty  of  money  in  the 
treasury  ? 1 cannot  answer  those  ques- 

tions. 
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At  Synod  one  brother  asked  me  who  ad- 
vanced the  money  to  the  Board.  I replied 
that  it  was  drawn  from  a Temporary  In- 
vestment Fund.  I also  explained  the 
whole  situation  to  the  Committee  on  Mis- 
sions without  solicitation.  Any  one  who 
will  take  the  trouble  to  read  the  Minutes 
of  Synod  for  ’91,  ’92,  and  ’94  will  find  there 
the  history  and  purpose  of  that  fund  and 
will  no  longer  look  to  dead  men  to  pay  his 
debts.  In  the  Board’s  report  for  1891  is 
this  paragraph  : “ Hitherto  the  Treasurer 
has  been  able  to  borrow  from  the  Indus- 
trial School  Fund,  when  a deficit  occurred, 
but  that  can  no  longer  be  depended  on  for 
temporary  accommodation,  as  it  is  being 
rapidly  paid  out  for  building  purposes.  It 
seems  to  us,  in  view  of  this,  that  the  $8,000 
bequest  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Wright  of 
First  Philadelphia  should  be  paid  into  the 
Current  Expense  Fund,  not  necessarily  to 
be  expended  at  once,  but  held  as  a reserve 
on  which  the  Treasurer  could  draw  for 
salaries  duriug  the  summer  months,  when 
the  receipts  are  insufficient  to  meet  the 
demand.”  In  the  next  year’s  report  the 
following  reference  was  made  to  this  mat- 
ter : “ We  hope  the  churches  will  not  be 
misled  by  the  fact  that  the  Treasurer  was 
able  to  report  a nominal  balance  of 
$2,771.69  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 
That  balance  is  simply  part  of  the  Reserve 
Fund,  on  which  we  depend  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  the  work  during  the  summer 
months,  when  the  receipts  are  not  suffi- 
cient to  cover  current  expenses.”  I need 
not  quote  from  other  reports,  for  they  are 
within  the  reach  of  every  one.  The  recom- 
mendations of  the  Finance  Committees, 
endorsing  the  need  of  such  a fund,  were 
adopted  by  Synod.  The  fund  now  amounts 
to  about  $12,500  that  have  come  to  the 
Board  in  the  shape  of  bequests.  Every 
dollar  borrowed  from  it  has  to  be  returned, 
and  at  a certain  season  in  each  year  the 
debt  exceeds  the  whole  amount.  The 


Board  has  no  authority  to  use  this  money 
for  current  expenses,  except  temporarily, 
without  the  special  instructions  of  Synod, 
and  an  order  to  transfer  it  to  that  account 
would  imperil  the  work. 

If  there  are  no  overdrawn  treasuries  to- 
day, because  the  Church  has  money  in- 
vested, on  which,  when  necessity  demands, 
a temporary  draft  may  be  made,  and  liberal 
men  to  advance  a few  thousands  In  an 
emergency,  then  there  is  no  debt  resting 
on  the  Foreign  Missions,  and  the  official 
reports  and  circulars  are  simply  fables. 

I speak  as  unto  wise  men ; judge  ye 
what  I say. 

Yours  faithfully, 

R.  M.  Sou  VIERVILLE, 

Cor.  Sec. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  comment  on  the 
foregoing  letter.  It  tells  its  story  with 
sufficient  plainness  of  speech.  It  was  wise 
in  the  Secretary  not  to  give  the  pages  of 
the  Minutes  where  full  information  can  be 
obtained  in  regard  to  the  Temporary  In- 
vestment Fund.  Those  who  are  in  search 
of  the  truth  in  this  matter  will  probably 
have  to  read  the  proceedings  of  Synod  in 
full  to  get  at  the  facts  and  may  learn  some- 
thing about  other  schemes  of  the  Church 
as  well  as  its  foreign  missionary  operations. 
To  aid  them  in  researches  that  will  neces- 
sarily increase  very  much  their  present 
store  of  knowledge,  we  gladly  inform  them, 
without  making  any  charge,  that  Rev.  F. 
M.  Foster,  341  W.  29th  St.,  N.  Y.  City,  is 
Clerk  of  Synod,  and  can  probably  supply 
them  with  the  Minutes  at  30  cents  a vol- 
ume. We  do  earnestly  hope  that  nobody 
will  lend  them  his  copies. 

Will  the  brethren  kindly  decide  as  soon 
as  practicable  whether  there  is  any  debt 
resting  on  the  Foreign  Missions  ? If  young 
men,  evidently  called  of  God,  offer  them- 
selves for  service  in  the  foreign  field  where 
the  need  is  so  great,  the  Board  will  hesi- 
tate to  commission  them,  in  view  of  the 
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action  taken  at  last  Synod,  so  long  as  its 
members  are  under  the  impression  that 
there  is  no  money  in  the  treasury  for  that 
purpose.  In  the  meantime  we  may  be  par- 
doned for  saying  that  we  heartily  endorse 
the  remark  that  an  elder  made  in  our 
hearing  a few  evenings  ago:  “It  is  the 
living  and  not  the  dead  who  are  to  sustain 
the  missionary  work  of  the  Church.’’ 

— The  following  contributions  toward 
payment  of  the  Foreign  Mission  debt  have 
been  received  and  handed  to  the  Treasurer : 
Rev.  J.  Bo”gs  Dodds  and  wife. . . .£!  0 0 
Rev.  S.  J.  Crowe,  of  Warren,  O ....  $1 5 00 
Mrs.  Campbell,  of  Silver  Creek,  O. . 50 

— The  young  women  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  have  begun  to  send 
in  offerings  toward  the  salary  of  their  mis- 


sionary for  a seventh  year: 

Mrs  J.  C.  Taylor $ 5 20 

E.  Craftsbury,  Vt. 

Miss  Susie  W.  Wiggins. 5 20 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Miss  Julia  B.  Lynn 3 65 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Miss  Jennie  Torrence 3 65 

Denison,  Kan. 

Mrs.  Lizzie  Edgar  Thompson 3 65 

Canonsburg,  Pa.  - 

Miss  Maggie  B.  Atchison 3 65 

Olathe,  KaD. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  McKee 10  00 

Clarinda,  Iowa. 

Mrs.  Jane  E.  Pitblado 5 25 

Boston,  Mass. 


— In  October,  a friend  in  Olathe,  Kan., 
wrote  urging  us  to  solicit  for  publication  in 
Olive  Trees  a sermon  preached  on  the  23d 
of  that  month  by  Rev.  George  A.  Edgar.  At 
our  request  Mr.  Edgar  has  sent  the  manu- 
script of  the  discourse,  though  it  was  not 
written  for  the  press,  but  simply  with  his 
own  congregation  in  mind,  and,  as  he  says, 
“makes  no  pretensions  to  literary  merit.” 
Probably,  however,  those  who  read  “ Gird- 
ing Up  the  Loins  of  the  Mind,”  will  agree 


with  his  hearers  that  its  appropriate  de- 
scription may  be  found  in  Prov.  25,  11: 
“ A word  fitly  spoken  is  like  apples  of  gold 
in  pictures  of  silver.” 

— Olive  Trees  for  1899  will  contain  brief 
sketches  of  the  live  ministers  who  were 
sent  by  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Ireland  to  the  Lower  Provinces  of  Canada 
in  the  first  half  of  this  century.  The  arti- 
cles may  not  appear  in  successive  numbers, 
as  it  takes  time  to  gather  material  and 
verify  dates.  The  story  of  Rev.  Dr.  Alex- 
ander Clarke’s  life  and  work  is  told  by  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Lavinia  Baird,  of  River 
Hebert,  Nova  Scotia.  In  a note  accom- 
panying the  manuscript,  she  says  : “ My 
father  never  kept  any  record  of  his  work, 
and  it  was  difficult  for  me  to  collect  much 
that  would  be  of  interest.  Even  the  Ses- 
sion Books  in  the  different  congregations 
were  not  taken  care  of  after  he  was  gone.” 
— Mr.  Walter  McCarroll,  a licentiate 
of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  in 
America,  left  New  York  Wednesday,  Dec. 
14,  1898,  for  Ireland,  on  the  way  to  Aus- 
tralia, where  he  will  succeed  the  late  Rev. 
A.  M.  Moore  as  pastor  of  the  congregation 
in  Geelong.  He  will  be  ordained  by  the 
Eastern  Presbytery  of  the  sister  Synod  in 
Ireland,  and  leave  for  his  field  of  labor  in 
about  three  weeks.  Mr.  McCarroll  carries 
with  him  the  good  wishes  and  prayers  of  a 
large  circle  of  friends  in  this  country,  to 
whom  he  has  promised  to  speak  occasion- 
ally through  the  columns  of  this  paper. 

— We  are  told  that  Geneva  College  will 
in  May  reach  iis  fiftieth  commencement* 
and  that  a committee  of  the  alumni  will 
soon  meet  to  take  action  as  to  a suitable 
recognition  of  the  fact.  It  would  be  a 
splendid  thing  if  the  friends  of  this  institu- 
tion could  mark  the  half  century  of  its 
existence  by  contributing  enough  money  to 
remove  the  debt  of  five  or  six  thousands 
yet  resting  on  the  “New  Field  ’’and 
“Science  Hall” 
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Wanted  a two-page  article  from  any  one , man  or  woman , who 
holds  that  the  dead  and  not  the  truing  are  to  support  the  Mis- 
sions of  the  Church.  It  shall  be  set  up  in  double-leaded  type , 
with  fac-simile  signature. 


— Two  friends  of  Missions  in  New  York 
handed  us  on  the  last  Sabbath  of  1898  one 
hundred  dollars  for  the  Foreign  Missions. 

— The  Clerk  of  Pittsburg  Presbytery 
informs  us  that  Licentiate  R.  H.  Martin 
has  notified  the  College  Hill  Congregation 
of  his  intention  to  accept  their  call  made 
for  him  last  spring.  Arrangements  have 
been  made  for  his  ordination  and  installa- 
tion Feb.  1,  1899.  It  is  expected  that 
Licentiate  F.  M.  Willson  will  at  that  time 
answer  his  call  from  North  Union  Congre- 
gation. If  accepted,  he  will  also  be  or- 
dained and  installed. 

— Rev.  J.  W.  Sproull,  D.  D.,  Secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the 
Theological  Seminary,  writes  that  the 
committee  appointed  to  give  diplomas  to 
the  four  students  whose  course  termi- 
nated at  the  holidays,  met  in  Seminary  Hall, 
Dec.  22,  1898,  at  9 a.  m.  In  the  absence 
of  Dr.  T.  P.  Stevenson,  Dr.  D.  McAllister 
was  chosen  Chairman  pro  tern.  Prof.  D.  B. 
Willson  read  the  joint  report.  In  it  is 
the  statement  that  “ Mr.  Sanderson  was 
called  home  by  his  mother’s  illness  the 
evening  of  Dec.  19.  He  had  been  enabled 
to  give  unbroken  attendance  to  his  Semi- 
nary duties  till  that  date.” 

Students  of  the  third  year  are  expected 
to  deliver  discourses  at  the  end  of  the  term. 

Dr.  McAllister  presented  diplomas,  on 
behalf  of  the  Board,  to  Messrs.  Ren  wick 
Harper  Martin,  John  Knox  Robb,  Findley 
McClurkin  Wilson.  Remarks  were  made 
by  the  professors  and  members  of  the 


Board.  And  it  was  ordered  that  his  di- 
ploma be  presented  to  Mr.  Wm.  John  San- 
derson, who  had  not  been  able  to  return. 

— The  following  notice  should  have  been 
inserted  under  items  of  news  from  the 
churches : 

Married  at  the  home  of  the  bride’s 
mother,  Mrs.  Marcus  Stewart,  Oct.  26, 
1898,  by  Rev.  S.  J.  Crowe,  Mr.  Henry  Early 
and  Miss  Riba  Stewart,  both  members  of 
Oil  Creek  Congregation. 

— The  American  Board  Almanac  for  1899 
is  on  our  table  through  the  .courtesy  of 
Rev.  E.  E.  Strong.  As  in  former  years,  it 
is  full  of  missionary  facts  and  statistics  of 
great  value.  Any  one  who  wishes  to  have 
at  hand  reliable  statistics  of  the  work  done 
by  the  various  societies  and  churches  in 
America  and  Europe,  ought  to  send  for  this 
annual.  It  costs  only  10  cents,  or  twelve 
copies  for  one  dollar,  and  it  can  be  obtained 
at  the  Congregational  House,  Boston,  or  at 
the  offices  of  the  American  Board,  United 
Charities  Building,  Fourth  Avenue  and  22d 
Street,  New  York,  and  153  LaSalle  Street, 
Chicago,  111. 

— Looking  Back  from  the  Sunset  Land , 
a beautiful  volume  of  624  pages,  written  by 
Rev.  N.  R Johnston,  has  been  received  by 
the  people  with  marked  favor.  A copy 
bound  in  cloth  and  board  will  be  mailed, 
post  paid,  to  any  one  remitting  one  dollar. 
Address 

Rev.  N.  R.  Johnston, 

1024  East  30th  Street, 

Oakland,  Cal. 


IV anted  for  a drawer  of  curiosities  a cabinet  photograph  of 
the  man  who  does  not  believe  that  the  reports  and  circulars  of 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board  are  trustworthy . 


Established  I860 


(,  824  John 

The  J.  W.  Pratt  Co. 

Printers  and  . . . . 

Manufacturing  Stationers 

88  and  90  GOLD  STREET 

NEW  YORK 


The  New  Edition 

OF  THE 

Double  Psalter  with  Music 

IS  NOW  READY  AT  THE  FOLLOWING  RATES  : 


A Single  Copy, 

87  Cents. 

From  2 to  6 Copies, 

80  “ 

Over  6 Copies  and  less  than  20,  . 

75  “ 

All  Orders  for  20  Copies  and  over , 

70  “ 

In  every  case  the  purchaser  must  send  13  cents  extra  for  postage 
expressage  at. Ms  end  of  the  line. 

Single  Revised  Psalter  with  Music, 

70c.  or  80c.  by  Mail. 

Long  Primer,  Revised, 

35c.  or  40c.  “ 

Minion,  Revised, 

20c.  or  25c.  “ 

Minion,  Old  Version, 

15c.  or  17c.  “ 

When  Books  are  sent  by  Freight  50  cents  will  be  Charged  for  Boxing  and  Shipping. 


CASH  SHOULD  ACCOMPANY  ALL  ORDERS. 


R.  M.  SOMMERYILLE, 

325  West  56th  St New  York. 


Enthrku  Ad  Second  Class  Matter  at  New  York  Pout  Deuce. 





— 


O'Neills, 


6th  Ave.,  20th  to  21st  St.,  New  York. 

FINE  MILLINERY,  DRY  GOODS,  FANCY  GOODS, 
CLOAKS,  COSTUMES,  FINE  FURNITURE  AND 
FURNISHINGS,  CHINA,  GLASSWARE,  ETC.,  ETC. 

JANUARY  CLEARING  SALES! 


This  is  the  month  fcr  bargains.  We  want  to 
reduce  our  stocks  down  to  a minimum  before  our 
Semi-Annual  Inventory. 

In  order  to  do  this  quickly,  we  have  gone 
through  every  department  cutting  prices  right  and 
left,  in  some  cases  one-half. 

Walk  down  the  aisles  when  you’re  in  the 
store  and  note  the  opportunities. for  money  saving. 
You’ll  be  astonished. 


Sixth  Avenue,  20th  to  21st  St.,  New  York. 


- 


- 


